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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

Adam Lamb

We're pleased to report that

the VGCSA has a supercharged
program of meetings and
international speakers lined up
for 2026... and I'm personally very
happy to say there are no Zoom
webinars scheduled for the year.

Our year of meetings has kicked off
at Metropolitan Golf Club in early
March, featuring guest speakers
Drs John Kaminski and Ben
McGraw. In addition, John Mann
will guide us through a tour of the
backnine development, a welcome
complement to a previous meeting
where we toured the front-nine
works.

Welcome

We're also proud to be hosting

an Australian industry first, a
combined state association event
with the NSWGCSA. While initially
booked to take place at Corowa
Golf Club, due to the recent club
closure on 22 February, the Country
Conference has now been relocated
to Yarrawonga Mulwala Golf Club
Resort. This landmark event will
feature an outstanding lineup of
local and international speakers
covering a wide range of topics
that Superintendents will gain real
value from. Just as importantly, it
will provide a fantastic networking
opportunity with both local
colleagues and our cross-border
counterparts.

Our meeting schedule for 2026:

« Education meeting, Tuesday 3™
March, Metropolitan

« AGM, Tuesday 28™ April,
Thirteenth Beach

+ Course Staff Education meeting,
Tuesday 2™ June, Keysborough

« VGCSA/NSWGCSA Country
Conference, Monday to
Wednesday, 39-5" August,
Yarrawonga Mulwala

- Education meeting, Tuesday 8™
September, Huntingdale

This year will again include
specialised workshops, developed

to meet the evolving needs of
today’s turf teams. These practical,
hands-on sessions have been open to
all staffing levels and cover a broad
range of technical and strategic
skills.

A huge thank you to the clubs that
have generously agreed to host our
events in 2026, and to the sponsors
who continue to support these
initiatives and our Association.

I would like to acknowledge one

of our Life members and Victorian
Golf Industry Hall of Famer, Richard
Forsyth, as his tenure as Director

of Courses at The Royal Melbourne
Golf Club comes to an end. It would
be fair to say that an unmatched
number of Superintendents have
worked under Richard's guidance,
and he deserves immense credit

for having an impact on the

turf industry that rivals anyone
worldwide. No doubt there will

be many more articles and stories
to come over the next six months
celebrating Richard and his
remarkably high achieving journey.
All the best, Richard and thank you.

Following a very dry and warm
summer, we wish everyone a
pleasant autumn period and,
hopefully, we can all take a nice
relaxing break.

TEES AND GREENS

Commercial irigation Installation
and Supply

With over 30 years experience and highly regarded In the Industry, Jim Waring and
his dedicated team at Tees and Greens are passionate aboul providing exceptional
service for their clients. Specialising in the Commercial Turf Industry, including
Irrigation, Installation, Products and Supplies, Jim's expertise and knowledge

makes Tees and Greens a cut above the rest!

RawdBieo (@ LOWARA

& sales@teesandgreens.comiay
@ www.teesandgreans.com.au



FROM THE SUPER
99™ ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

Tuesday 28" April 2026

Thirteenth Beach Golf Links was
established in 2001. It took the
original owners of the property, the
McNaughton family, twelve years of
planning and a joint venture with
Duncan Andrews (owner of The
Dunes Golf Links) to establish what
we have now, a public unlisted
company comprising a share
ownership member based business.
Covering a large 260Ha parcel of
land, the facility now comprises
two championship courses

and a nine-hole short course
encompassing over 320 house sites,
apartments and luxurious lodge
accommodation.

The Beach course, designed by
Tony Cashmore, opened in 2001,
winds its way through dramatic
dunes and natural links land.

The first four holes navigate the
residential precinct before the b*
tee opens on to the links terrain that

Thirteenth Beach Golf Links

defines the course’s reputation. The
course’s strategic design ensures

it appeals to all golfers. It rewards
bold play while remaining fair and
accessible.

The Creek course, opened in

2004, was created through the
collaboration of course architect
Tony Cashmore and six-time major
champion, Sir Nick Faldo. Designed
to complement the rugged dunes of
the Beach course, the Creek course
offers a refined, strategic challenge.
The Creek course was named such
as there was a crease through the
property, aligning strategically

with the course design. During
construction the crease was gouged
out to create a dry creek bed. Over
the years the dry creek was deemed
less appealing due to the prevalence
of limestone rocks making areas of
the creek unfair and unplayable. The
dry creek was grassed and water
hazards built to still align itself with
the name ‘Creek’.

The Short course which opened in
2021 offers a fun yet challenging
nine-hole layout designed by Tony
Cashmore and is a great option for
golfers ranging from young to old
and new golfers to the game.

Since 2013, Thirteenth Beach Golf
Links has been the proud host of
the Men's and Women's Vic Open
- a world-leading event where men
and women compete on the same
courses, at the same time, for equal
prize money. This unique format
has drawn international acclaim
and brought many of the game’s
finest players to the Bellarine
Peninsula. In January this year,
we hosted the 13" Vic Open at
Thirteenth Beach Golf Links.

As with most new designs, there
have been slight changes to the
golf holes but the overall routing
has remained the same. The Beach

continued overleaf




course opened with a lot of work
still to do, fine tuning all aspects of
the course. It was then announced
and, with the popularity of ‘The
Cups course’ at The Dunes, a
nine-hole course was to be built

to complement the next stage of
housing development. Construction
had commenced when the
developers decided to build an 18-
hole course using an international

golf course architect. Sir Nick Faldo
played an exhibition game to open
the Creek course in 2004. With now
two courses to fine tune, it has been
a constant regime of more jobs to
do than staff and time allow. Never
a quiet moment.

Over the years, as both courses
matured, there were issues
arising that needed addressing.

Approximately 34 of the 40
greens had severe common couch
encroachment into the putting
surfaces, with bentgrass aprons
having a high percentage of the
rank common couch which was
extremely unsightly during the
summer months.

With the ease of controlling couch
in fine fescue, it was decided to
incorporate fine fescue up to the
green edge. A fine fescue nursery
was built and, over a three-year
period, all couch encroachment
was physically removed and all
7mm apron areas were converted
from bentgrass to fine fescue via

a combination of turfing, strategic
overseeding and elimination of
bentgrass. The Beach course had a
uniform 1-2 mower width of apron
with a 3bmm surround cut mowing
style that was common back in the
early 2000s.

At the suggestion of golf course
designer Darius Oliver, we were
encouraged to have closer mown
surfaces further off the green, mown
into swales creating runoff areas,
offering a variety of shot making
from putting, chipping and wedge
play. The conversion of the green
surrounds to fine fescue, eliminating
any further couch encroachment
into the putting surface, has been
one of the best decisions made

in terms of agronomic and golfer
benefit. Converting 17-year-old
thatchy bentgrass and fescue 35mm
surrounds, that had only ever been
verti-drained, to a firm fine fescue
surface without losing a day’s play
of golf, has been one of the more
rewarding projects implemented.

Wind erosion is a problem on this
site. Over the years the bunkers
have changed due to environmental
conditions. Add to the wind erosion,
heavy rain events resulted in
erosion of silt, affecting bunkers
that initially had drained well.

There was never any drainage in
the bunkers when constructed with
most of the bunkers built on the
farmland having limestone/clay/
sand layer at the base, relying on
the fact we had a free draining site.
Over the years, it got to the stage
that we would get 50mm of rain and
spend 200 labour hours pumping
out water and repairing bunkers to
get them playable over a five-day



period, scoring ourselves 5/10 in the
process.

An analysis of the difficulty getting
into and out of bunkers highlighted
an issue especially for the ageing
golfer. These issues instigated a
rationale of the bunkers on the
property. We engaged Darius Oliver
to oversee the Course Improvement
Program. This program reduced
the number of bunkers from 266

to 175 and reduced the sand
component on the Creek course by
approximately 40%. The challenge
to the golfer remained the same
with carry points retained but less
bunkers guarding the zone. There
were other slight changes to some
of the golf holes, but the integrity of
the original design remained.

The Creek course offered Darius
Oliver the biggest challenge as
there were bunkers of all shapes
and sizes. It was like we were
trying poorly to be a ‘sandbelt’
course amongst some links style
bunkering. The overall change to
the Creek course resulted in simple
shaped bunkers akin to a coastal
environment golf course. The overall
consistency and simplicity of the
Creek course is now an appealing
feature. The Beach course bunkers
changed slightly with less shape

to bunkers and a naturalised fine
fescue look to the bunker surrounds.
This has posed some challenges for
north facing bunkers drying out.

The overall concept has improved
the links characteristics of this
course. All bunkers have a drainage

trench excavated to below the
limestone barrier in the base

of each bunker and all bunkers
have an easier entry - exit point

for improved access. All works
were carried out in-house and all
materials used were obtained on
site. The fine fescue nursey was
used continually each year with the
only turf purchased being Santa
Ana couch for the fairway changes
to the Creek course. Areas still
require time to mature, especially
the fine fescue turfed areas which
have been a challenge to establish.
The overall program is complete,
besides addressing the last few
bunkers that did not require change
as part of the CIP.

During the six years of the CIP, the
cart paths have further deteriorated
and our vegetation management
has been neglected. In the coming
years, we will be improving the cart
paths using Geohex and our chosen
path material. The Geohex paths
will complement the 60 company
carts and the estimated over 200
residential carts. We have also
engaged Harly Cruise to develop

a Vegetation Management Plan so
we have clear direction with what
we need to achieve with enhancing
the vegetation on the property.

Our management practices aligned
with that of a low maintenance
course. Having moved from Poa
greens at Barwon Heads Golf Club,
I was anticipating the tradition

of coring greens. Under the then
guidance of Mark Gahan, we kept

applying sand to the greens which
has continued to this day as our
dusting program. The greens

have never been cored, just solid
8mm tines once per year. The
overall maintenance is based
around low input and therefore
low maintenance requirements.
This has worked successfully over
the years, even though one year to
the next we aim to fine tune and
change where required to offer less
disruption and inconvenience to
golfers over the course of the year.

As a relatively young golf club,
there has been a constant change
in the way the business is managed
with growth of membership,
residential, golf access and
member satisfaction - all
manageable problems arising out
of overall success and popularity
of the development. Welcome to
Thirteenth Beach Golf Links for the
2026 VGCSA 99 Annual General
Meeting.

Course Superintendent
Steve Hewitt




FROM THE SUPER
COURSE STAFF
EDUCATION
MEETING

Tuesday 2" June 2026

Keysborough Golf Club was founded
by Mr J.M. Gillespie around 1898
and was originally known as the
Albert Park Golf Club. The Club
held permissive occupancy at
Albert Park until the permit was
withdrawn in 1946-47, prompting
the search for a new home.

Fresh from designing Huntingdale
Golf Club and the nearby Southern
Golf Club, renowned architect Sam
Berriman was commissioned to
route a new course across what was
then open, exposed farming land

at Keysborough. Play commenced
on the new site with a Nissen hut
serving as the initial Clubhouse.

Horrie Brown, who would go on to
serve as Course Superintendent
from 1948 to 1981, worked closely
with Berriman to set out the
eighteen holes across the generous
220-acre site. In the early years,
efforts were made to lengthen the
original course, including moving
the 2° and 7% tees further back.

Significant construction works
followed, driven largely by factors
outside the Club’s control. Housing
growth and road construction in

Springvale increased stormwater
runoff, leading council authorities
to deepen and widen sections of
the original drainage system. To
mitigate flooding, the Club installed
larger and additional pipes beneath
the 11, 13® and 15" fairways.
These works resulted in immediate
improvements to previously wet
playing surfaces and created a
water collection system that, for its
time, provided an almost unlimited

supply.

In November 1961, Keysborough
Golf Club hosted the Victorian

PGA Championship - its first major
professional event on the new site.
Course development continued
over the following decades. The 15
hole was reconstructed in 1965-66,
while subsequent works focused on
increasing water storage capacity
through lake construction and

hole redesigns. The 18™ hole was
reconstructed in 1970, followed by
the repositioning of the 2* and 7™
greens in 1977. In 1988, construction
commenced on a lake bordering the
274 39 and 4™ fairways.

The Victorian PGA Championship
returned to Keysborough in January
1989 as a full tour event, offering

prize money of A$100,000. David
Ecob claimed victory by one stroke
over Peter Senior, and the Club
continued to host the Championship
annually until 1997.

During the 2000s, the Club
explored opportunities to enhance
and expand its standing within
the golfing community. In 2002,
Karrie Webb was engaged to
design an additional nine holes

to complement the existing
course, however, the project did
not eventuate. Over the following
years, various master plans were
developed by Greg Norman Golf
Course Design and other prominent
firms, though financial constraints
ultimately placed major works on
hold. Instead, priority was given
to essential projects, including

the rebuild of the 7 green and
construction of a new maintenance
facility - now regarded as a well-
designed and highly functional
asset capable of accommodating
modern equipment and staff
amenities.

Facing ongoing financial challenges
and the prospect of long-term
decline, the Club pursued a major
redevelopment and relocation




strategy. In 2015, Keysborough Golf
Club entered into an agreement
with property developer Intrapac,
proposing the conversion of the
existing course into a residential
housing estate. This plan was
dependent on state government
rezoning, as the site sits within the
Green Wedge. Club members voted
in favour of relocating to a new site
on Pillars Road, Bangholme - just

2.5 kilometres from the existing
Hutton Road location. The proposed
development included a modern
18-hole course, a new clubhouse and
function facilities, a covered driving
range and a six-hole short course.

Members were to continue playing
at the existing course until the new
facility became fully operational.
However, rezoning proved to

be a significant obstacle. At the
conclusion of the initial ten-year
option agreement, Intrapac sought
a further five-year extension. The
Board requested a six-month
extension to review the proposal but
this failed to achieve the required
75 per cent member approval, and
the option agreement subsequently
lapsed.

Despite this outcome, the annual
option payments left the Club in
a strong financial position. The
first major project approved, long
advocated by past Superintendents,
was the installation of a new
irrigation system. Works are
scheduled to commence in May,
with early progress expected to
be visible ahead of the VGCSA
education meeting. The course is
a blend of sandbelt and parkland
styles and therefore requires

targeted irrigation, particularly in
roughs and carry areas. The system
has been designed to selectively
water areas away from fine turf
surfaces and, with the Club’s
substantial water-holding capacity,
improvements are expected across
all playing surfaces.

During my time as Superintendent,
a team that has remained largely
unchanged since 2021 has
delivered significant improvements.
With a focus on bunker faces

and entry points, tree removal

and vegetation management

and drainage works, the course
continues to improve, particularly
during periods of rainfall and
winter conditions. The Club

also successfully co-hosted the
Australian Amateur Championship
in 2024 alongside Yarra Yarra Golf
Club.

In December 2025, the Club
completed the reconstruction of
the 12™ tee precinct, with works
undertaken by Newscope Turf
& Civil. The project delivered

increased teeing ground area,

path realignment, vegetation
improvements and refined carry
shaping. These works represent the
beginning of a broader program

of course improvements following
years of uncertainty surrounding
relocation.

The Club has also been proactive in
machinery replacement, ensuring
the course can be presented at a
high standard in response to strong
timesheet utilisation and increasing
golfing demand. The Poa annua
greens now contain a growing
percentage of bentgrass, which over
time has enhanced texture, colour
and overall presentation.

Keysborough Golf Club now looks
forward to showcasing the course,
its recent enhancements and

the irrigation system design and
installation during June, marking an
exciting new chapter in the Club’s
long and evolving history.

Nick Launer
Course Superintendent
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HUSQVARNA CEORA™ AT
OATLANDS GOLF CLUB

TECH REPORT

Andrew Murison, Business Development
Manager, Professional Sales PRO AU/NZ

Husgvarna's commercial robotic lawn mowers continue
to redefine golf course maintenance, merging advanced
technology with environmental sustainability.

Its technical precision has boosted operational
efficiency while transforming course management, as
demonstrated at Oatlands Golf Club in Sydney.

Introducing Husqvarna CEORA™ at Oatlands Golf
Club

Superintendent Dominique Yates explains that the Club
explored robotic lawn mowing technology to improve
efficiency and course quality. When Husgvarna
CEORA™ wyras introduced, the Club conducted a trial to
assess performance across the course’s diverse terrain.

Despite challenges such as sloping fairways and
varying turf conditions, the CEORA™ robotic mower
delivered consistent results. Its lightweight design
ensured precise mowing without compacting the soil
or damaging greens, and proved particularly valuable
following rain events when traditional mowers would
struggle on wet surfaces. Following a successful trial,
Oatlands Golf Club invested in two CEORA™ robotic
mowers to maintain seven fairways with consistent,
high-quality results.

Precision Mowing with Husqvarna EPOS™
Technology

The CEORA™ gsystem's technical brilliance is anchored
in its EPOS™ (Exact Positioning Operating System)
technology. By mapping virtual boundaries, a reference
station on the Clubhouse communicates with three
repeaters across the course, guiding the mowers along
precise paths and avoiding restricted areas.

The two CEORA™ robotic mowers installed at
Oatlands navigate autonomously between all seven
fairways in the early hours of the morning with no
human guidance whatsoever. Through the Husgvarna
Fleet Services™ application, operators can monitor
mower location in real time, adjust mowing schedules,
modify cutting heights and select mowing patterns
directly from a mobile device. CEORA™ offers parallel,
checkerboard and triangle patterns, with the ability
to maintain consistent stripe patterns that burn

in professional-looking lines tailored to Oatlands’
presentation standards.

Sefting the Standard in
Golf Course Maintenance

Optimised Operations

At Oatlands, the CEORA™ robotic mowers are
scheduled to start at midnight, providing a good
head start on the morning's play. Operating whisper-
quiet, they complete their work without disturbing
local residents, and members arrive to freshly mowed
fairways without any delays to their rounds.

The daily cutting approach means each mower removes
only a small amount of grass at each pass, rather

than the traditional twice-weekly mowing schedule.
This reduces stress on the turf and delivers superior
playing conditions with crisp, consistent lies that have
impressed even the Club’s best players.

The mowers’ operational resilience was demonstrated
during a recent storm event. While staff focused on

continued overleaf
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With Husqvarna autonomous mowers
optimised for fairways and rough, green
keepers can experience an easier work
day. Our comprehensive range of robotic
mowers frees up time to focus on the

details that matter most. LEARN MORE
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1. Based on calculations made by Husqvarna in June 2023, using estimates of total cost of ownership of CEORA™ compared with a conventional ride-on-mower, on average over a 5-year
period. Calculations of total cost of ownership include: installation, staff, energy consumption, service, maintenance and repairs in Australia.

2. Lifecycle assessment performed by accredited European analyst Ramboll and reviewed by 3rd party reviewer Research Institute of Sweden (RISE). The comparison is made based
on a scenario of a 30-week cutting season (an April-October season in North Europe) per year. The Lifecycle Assessment (LCA) is based on the functional unit of cutting two football
pitches (16,000 sqm) of average pitch grass lawn. CEORA™ is powered by EU electricity grid mix and Husqvarna P 525DX is powered by standard diesel. Result in global warming

potential per season (kg CO2e/season).

mulching and clearing broken branches and debris
across the course, the CEORA™ units continued their
scheduled mowing operations autonomously, ensuring
fairway maintenance proceeded without requiring
additional staff resources during the cleanup effort.

Environmental and Cost Benefits

Transitioning to robotic mowing has significantly
reduced operating costs and carbon emissions at
Oatlands. The battery-powered CEORA™ eliminates
diesel use, fuel spills and hydraulic leaks, lowering the
Club’s ecological footprint. Traditional fairway mowers
would consume approximately 30 litres of fuel per day
and, with twice-weekly mowing, this equated to 60
litres per week. The switch to electric robotic mowing
has eliminated these fuel costs entirely, representing
substantial savings over the six months since
implementation.

Operating almost silently, the mowers allow midnight
starts without disturbing local residents or wildlife,
while the Club takes a positive step toward reducing its
carbon footprint and noise pollution.

Maintenance and Reliability

The CEORA™ model's low-maintenance design
reinforces its technical excellence. Blade replacements
occur once a fortnight, taking approximately 20

[=]

Watch the video
testimonial I

minutes per mower - a quick and straightforward
exercise. There's no need for back-lapping or the
regular maintenance required by traditional mowers,
eliminating servicing and repair costs associated with
conventional equipment.

A five-year Husgvarna HyperCare warranty ensures
long-term reliability and peace of mind.

Addressing Industry Challenges

The Australian golf industry faces an ongoing shortage
of qualified greenkeepers. Rather than replacing jobs,
the CEORA™ mowers fill the void of positions that are
difficult to recruit for in the current market. Qualified
greenkeepers can now focus on specialised tasks that
enhance course quality - trimming around tree bases,
improving drainage, bunker maintenance and other
detailed work that would otherwise be neglected
during peak season when staff would be occupied with
repetitive mowing duties.

This shift allows the course maintenance team to
dedicate attention to the ‘1% jobs’ that elevate overall
course standards and presentation.

Elevating the Member Experience

The mowers’ precision cutting has noticeably improved
Oatlands Golf Club's fairways, maintaining a consistent
10-12mm height. Members consistently compliment

|:.| Book a free Husgvarna
CEORA™ demonstration at
your golf course today




the quality of cut and enjoy better lies across a
pristine course surface, reflecting the tangible
benefits of CEORA™ technology. The presentation
quality has received overwhelmingly positive

Supplying

feedback from members, demonstrating that the a" your
robotic mowers deliver results indistinguishable from - gOIf course
or superior to - traditional methods. san d an d

Revolutionising Golf Course Maintenance soil needs

The deployment of the two Husgvarna CEORA™
robotic mowers at Oatlands Golf Club has transformed
efficiency, sustainability and course quality. Saving

20 man-hours per week, the mowers allow staff to
concentrate on broader course improvements, while
members experience a superior golfing surface.
Husgvarna's blend of innovation, environmental
responsibility and cost efficiency sets a new
benchmark for modern golf course management.

Course Superintendent Dominique Yates adds,

“CEORA™ has saved time, reduced costs and elevated

the overall experience for our members. As Course BUNKER SAND Plus landscape
Superintendents, we need to embrace technology - it's TOP DRESSING SAND SUP_P"eS, :
there to help us with our jobs. The CEORA™ mowers drainage material
have definitely benefitted Oatlands Golf Club with KILN DRIED SAND and mini mix
time savings, fuel cost reductions and a positive step TURF SANDS concrete.

toward sustainability in reducing our carbon footprint.

It represents the future of sustainable golf course
maintenance.”

Contact Tim Elligate: 0411 882 475

www.fransktonsand.com.au

the Green!

Turn your hobby into a career

Learn skills in the management of recreational turf, sports
playing surfaces and facilities. Manage golf courses as a senior
green-keeper, turf consultant or even set up your own business!

CERTIFICATE Ill IN DIPLOMA OF
SPORTS TURF MANAGEMENT* SPORTS TURF MANAGEMENT

© code AHC31319 © code AHC51019
ﬁ Various start dates ﬁ Various start dates

c Part time and ° Part time or
block release (3 years) mixed delivery(2 years)

' Glen Waverley campus ' Glen Waverley campus

*This course is run in accordance with the National
Industry Competency Standards for turf.

APPLY NOW | holmesglen.edu.au | 03 9564 1888 ' TAFE ORIA

RTO: 0416. IHE: PRV12129. CRICOS Provider Code: 00012G.




ASTMA
REPORT

Mark Unwin
Chief Executive Officer

Recent months have seen the team
at the Association putting together
the final touches for the 2026
Australian Sports Turf Management
Conference, which returns to

the Melbourne Convention

and Exhibition Centre in June.
Running from the 22" to the 25™,
the conference is being held in
conjunction with Golf Management
Australia (GMA) again, making it
our third combined event.

We have recently opened
registrations from 1% February

- details and registrations are
available via the Association’s
website. We also announce the host
venue for this year's ASTMA Golf
Championships, in conjunction with
Platinum Partner Toro, will be the
fantastic Woodlands Golf Club on
the Melbourne sandbelt.

The 2026 conference will include
an array of education sessions
combined with GMA on culture,
governance and collaboration,
featuring international and local
speakers. Included in the lineup is
Doug Soldat from the University
of Wisconsin, a soil specialist and
turfgrass researcher across both
cool and warm season grasses.
Doug will be facilitating a number
of sessions across organic matter
in greens, effective use of wetting

agents and PGRs, and joining local
experts on an extended workshop
for exploring enhancements in soil
management.

Construction projects and project
management are also included in
this year's golf stream education,
with projects such as Glenelg Golf
Course reconstruction (Tim Warren),
Royal Sydney (Adam Marchant),
Seven-Mile Beach (Matt Goggin and
Anthony Toogood) and Long Island
(Scott Calder and Leigh Yanner)
among the headline sessions.

The golf, sports fields and

grounds streams will include local
speakers from Adelaide Oval,

Royal Melbourne, Flemington and
AGCSATech plus leading experts -
including agronomists John Neylan
and Amy Dingle discussing the
recently concluded bentgrass trials
with thanks to the VGCSA.

Tuesday's Plenary session speakers
have also been announced - with

a strong lineup of leadership

and management experts across
technology, sport and recreation,
featuring Liz Ellis AO (Chair
Netball Australia), Thank You
brand founder Daniel Flynn, expert
Dr Karl Kruszelnicki, leadership
speaker Lindsey Leigh Hobson,
former player and CEO of both

the Melbourne and Collingwood
Football Clubs - Gary Pert, and the
inspirational Kurt Fearnley.

Forming a significant part of

the conference is the National
Sports Turf Management Awards,
recognising the outstanding
achievements of turf managers and
their teams across the country. The
state winners of Superintendent

Recognition / Excellence in Golf
Course Management Awards and
Graduate of the Year winners

are automatically nominated as
finalists for the National Awards,
and the Association is encouraging
nominations for the Team of the
Year, and Environmental and
Sustainability Award categories.
The Awards are an opportunity

to recognise the outstanding
contributions and achievements by
turf managers and teams nationally.
Nominations can be submitted
through the ASTMA website or state
associations.

The 2026 Future Turf Managers
Initiative (FTMI) has commenced,
with the 24-strong class now
attending weekly education sessions
online between January and March
before gathering in Melbourne for
the three-day face-to-face component
of the leadership education and
training. This year’s class engaged
in multiple education and mentoring
sessions prior to Christmas, with
another seven sessions to be held
ahead of the final March event.

Enrolments for the 2026 Diploma

of Sports Turf Management are

now open with classes starting in
early February and March. Offered
as a virtual program (100% online
learning), the Diploma is designed to
support those looking to further their
education and is ideal for individuals
looking to advance their turf career
into senior or management positions.
The comprehensive program will
enable participants to develop
advanced skills in turf management,
business operations, strategic
planning, staff management

and facility development. More




information on the Diploma
and commencement details are
available on the Association's
website.

Finally, last year we were
successful in our submission for
the reinstatement of the ‘Sports
Turf Manager’ occupation to

the Core Skills Occupation List
(CSOL) through by Jobs and Skills
Australia (JSA). This was a great
outcome, and a submission that
was greatly supported by state
associations and other national
and local sporting bodies. I want
to take the opportunity to thank
the VGCSA and other state
committees that supported the
submission, which will assist in
our endeavours to assist clubs
and facilities with workforce
challenges.

Over the coming weeks, Jobs and
Skills Australia will be seeking
input into the 2026 Occupation
Shortage List (OSL) - a more
significant driver of industry

and apprenticeship support. The
ASTMA will again be working
with state associations and
national sporting organisations

to register a submission to have
the ongoing workforce shortages
in our industry identified

and acknowledged, through

the inclusion of sports turf
management on the 2026 OSL.
Our inclusion in last year’'s CSOL is
a positive outcome, however, the
work is not done yet and we will
again be requesting support and
assistance from all states to have
this critical acknowledgement of
our industry workforce challenges
recognised.

MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

Mary Napier
Chief Executive Officer

Greetings to first time members
who joined the Association over the
summer period and hello again to
former members rejoined. Such a
dry, dry summer for everyone, I'm
soon resigned to do a rain dance

in an effort to entice some kinder
weather across the state.

By the time this issue reaches
members’ letterboxes, we would have
already successfully presented the
March Education meeting with guest
speakers Drs John Kaminski and Ben
McGraw. I hope many of our members
had a chance to attend what would've
been a worthwhile event and visit to
Metropolitan Golf Club.

I'm feeling energised by what lies
ahead in 2026, which guarantees

to be an active year throughout.
Alongside our education events,
workshops, oh, and an inaugural
joint association Country
Conference, we have the following
months to complete the VGCSA
Centenary Book publication. The full
first draft by author Nicholas Brasch
is about to land on the proverbial
VGCSA desk and from there, it's all
hands on deck to gather all essential
pictorial content for the final draft,
edit and design. I've already had

Andrew Hastie

the privilege of reading Nicholas’
sample chapters and so I can say
with confidence, “it’s going to be a
ripper read!”

Hope to see you at the VGCSA 99%
Annual General Meeting in April

- our last AGM before turning 100!
It's been a few years since I've
headed to the Barwon region and
so I'm looking forward to visiting
Thirteenth Beach Golf Links again.

As always, please help us keep
VGCSA member records up to date
by emailing ceo@vgcsa.com.au

to notify any changes in contact
details, staff, resignation or new
employment.

Superintendents

Ryan Thompson - RACV Healesville
Country Club

Nicholas Douglas - Sandhurst Club
Aaron Carver - Stawell Golf Club

Assistant Superintendent / 3ICs
Chris Adames - Eastwood Golf Club
Matthew Butler - Latrobe Golf Club
Jack Meston - Southern Golf Club
Ella Gallagher - Strathallan Golf
Course (Apprentice)

Kane Scott - Yallourn Golf Club
(Apprentice)

Trade Members

Benjamin Burke - GolfScape
Vegetation Design & Management
Matthew Dowlan - New Ground
Water Services

Andrew Hastie - Regen Nurseries
Pty Ltd
Brett Morris — The R&A

Brett Morris
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NEW VENUE AND SPEAKER LINEUP

News

Presented by VGCSA & NSWGCSA

The VGCSA and NSWGCSA are
excited to be joining forces in the
Murray region for the inaugural
John Deere | K&B Adams Country
Conference from 3-5 August

2026. This year's three-day
conference now has a new home
at the Yarrawonga Mulwala Golf
Club Resort and will deliver a

Snﬂc;pe’rs

comprehensive program of local
and international guest speakers,
trade displays and demonstrations,
networking opportunities and time
to relax with peers over golf and
social events.

The Country Conference program
is now full steam ahead. Joining
international guests, Bob

Farren, CGCS Director of Golf
Course Maintenance & Ground
Management - Pinehurst Resort
& Country Club; Scott McElroy
PhD, Professor (Weed Science/
Turf) - Crop, Soil & Environmental

Sciences Auburn University; and
Micah Woods PhD, Asian Turfgrass
Center, PACE Turf & University

of Tennessee, the VGCSA and
NSWGCSA welcome our new lineup
of local guest speakers.

Members can read the full program
schedule in our next ON COURSE
issue. Ticket bookings for the

John Deere | K&B Adams Country
Conference - presented by the
VGCSA & NSWGCSA - open in mid-
2026.

Gary W. Beehag
Turf research specialist

Henk Smith PhD
Turf agronomy consultant & business

strategist

Ben Gibson

Golf/sports turf industry leadership
coach & systems specialist

Matt Stevens DSC, CSC

Motivation, leadership & teamwork
specialist

John Neylan

Turfgrass agronomist, research &
consultancy



VGCSA SUPERINTENDENT
& TRADE RECOGNITION
AWARDS

Nominations are now open for the
VGCSA Superintendent & Trade
Recognition Awards. Members

are invited to recommend a
VGCSA Course Superintendent
and/or Trade representative

who has demonstrated ongoing
professionalism, Association
support and is held in high esteem
by their industry peers.

Members can submit their online
vote via the link provided in the
March enews or email ceo@vgcsa.
com.au for details. Nominations
close Thursday, 2™ April.

99™ VGCSA AGM -
NOMINATION FOR
OFFICERS & COMMITTEE
2026-2027

VGCSA Committee of
Management nominations open
on 17® March with VGCSA
Superintendents receiving
notice by email in the lead up to
the Annual General Meeting at
Thirteenth Beach Golf Links on
Tuesday 28" April.

Please submit nomination forms by
Tuesday, 14™ April.

VGCSA AUTUMN WORKSHOP
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VGCSA-BRANDT-JOHN
DEERE SCHOLARSHIP

Congratulations to apprentice Ella
Gallagher from Strathallan Golf
Club, who as winning candidate of
the VGCSA - Brandt - John Deere
Scholarship will be heading to New
Zealand in May for a one-week work
experience residency at Tara Iti Golf
Club and Te Arai Golf Links.

Ella will be joined by the 2025-26
VGCSA Golf Turf Apprentice of
the Year, William Savickas from
Barwon Heads Golf Club, who was
nominated by The Gordon TAFE.
As the VGCSA Apprentice winner,

William will also attend the ASTMA
Conference in late June as a State
finalist for this year's ASTMA
Graduate of the Year — Golf Course

Award.
liBrandt J@

GOLF

Specialised training for course staff

BUDGETS

Back by popular demand, workshop
facilitators Patrick Carter (GM,
Sorrento GC), Craig Molloy
(Superintendent, Barwon Heads
GC) and Shaun Taylor (GM of Golf
Operations, Warragul GC) will

be offering their expertise on the
‘how to’ plus priority focus areas

in budget planning, preparation,
implementation and monitoring.

Level: Introductory to Intermediate
Workshop overview:

« New course budgets - initiation /
setup
Capital expenditure

« Budget forecasting - seasonal,
short term and long term
projections

« Budget allocation - priority and
subcategories

+ Monitoring — monthly and

quarterly reviews

GM / Superintendent / Board
communication - budget
reporting and recommendations

Date: Thursday 14" May

9am - 1pm (incl. morning
tea)

Time:

Venue: Australian Golf Centre,
Sandringham Golf Links

Class limit: 30
Cost: $95

The VGCSA reserves the right to
limit enrolment numbers per club
pending workshop demand.

Enquiries to Mary Napier at ceo@
vgcsa.com.au

Enrolments online at vgcsa.com.au/

vgcsa-training-days-bookings.html
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Adam Lamb
Course Manager
Commonwealth Golf Club

The 2025 study tour/John Deere
golf event provided me with an
invaluable opportunity to visit some
of the most iconic and historically
significant golf courses in the
United States. Over a ten-day
period, I visited courses to learn
about their design, architecture,
turf management and operational
practices across a range of facilities,
from century-old classics to modern
masterpieces. Each site offered
unique insights into the balance
between heritage preservation

and innovation within golf course
management.

Winged Foot Golf Club
s

The tour began at Winged

Foot Golf Club on 28™ October.
Designed by A.W. Tillinghast in
1923, Winged Foot features two
courses, the East and the more
famous West. Gil Hanse now serves
as consulting architect, ensuring
the Club’s storied character is
preserved while meeting modern
championship standards. The West
course, renowned for its difficulty
and strategic design, has hosted
several major events, including

the 2006 and 2020 US Opens, the
latter famously won by Bryson
DeChambeau during the COVID-19
pandemic without spectators.
Course Superintendent Stephen
Rabideau has led the turf program

*'l."
-
g

for the past 14 years, overseeing

a staff of 50. Prior to the 2020 US
Open, all greens were rebuilt with
variable-depth sand profiles and
re-laid with Poa annua surfaces.
The slopes were retained largely
as originally designed, maintaining
the dramatic back-to-front falls
that define Tillinghast’'s greens.
The greens and tees are both Poa
annua, fairways a mix of bentgrass
and annual bluegrass, and roughs
rye and annual bluegrass. Greens
renovations are carried out twice
annually, involving hollow-tine
aeration and topdressing, with
regular light topdressings through
the season. Greens are mown and
rolled daily when conditions allow.
Bunkers are constructed with

the Billy Bunker method (gravel
layer below the sand and sealed
with a glue to lock the particles
together but allow water to drain
through) and the maintenance
fleet is predominantly John Deere,
including five GPS-guided sprayers.
Corporate golf days (known as
‘outings’ in the US) are rare but
highly profitable, commanding fees
between $750 and $1,500 per player.

Just across the road lies Quaker
Ridge Golf Club, also a Tillinghast
design with Gil Hanse as consulting
architect. Though geographically
close to Winged Foot, the two clubs
differ significantly in culture and
layout. Quaker Ridge has a strong



Quaker Ridge Golf Club ¥
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Jewish membership base and
higher joining and annual fees.

Superintendent Thomas Ashfield, in
his 19™ year, manages a staff of 30
during summer and mid-20s through
the cooler months. The Club hosts
around 17,000 rounds annually,
including both professional and
amateur tournaments. The greens
have noticeably less slope than
Winged Foot and are currently
undergoing a phased rebuilding
program. Initially reconstructed
using the USGA method in the early
2000s, recent work has employed
variable-depth profiles to improve
performance and consistency.
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Bethpage Black - N
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Poa annua dominates the greens
and tees, while fairways are
bentgrass and annual bluegrass,
and roughs a rye and bluegrass
mix. Renovations mirror Winged
Foot’s schedule, with two major
hollow-tine aerations per year
and frequent light topdressings.
The Club primarily uses Toro
machinery, leasing approximately
$200,000 of equipment each year
and purchasing another $200,000
outright. John Deere sprayers

are used for applications. Toro
autonomous triplex mowers

are under consideration, not to
reduce staff, but to free up labour
for detailed work such as bunker

maintenance and trimming tasks.
Bunkers are constructed with the
Billy Bunker product.

The following day, 29" October,

I visited Bethpage State Park, a
public golf facility featuring five
courses, Black, Red, Blue, Green
and Yellow. Three of these were
designed by Tillinghast, while the
Yellow course was added by Alfred
Tull in the 1950s. Bethpage Black,
the most famous of the layouts,

has hosted major championships
including the 2025 Ryder Cup,

with another US Open scheduled
for 2033. The Black course records
around 30,000 rounds annually, with
a first-tee start beginning as early
as 5.30am in summer and as late as
8.30am in the winter. Staff numbers
include 25 on the Black and roughly
80 on each other course. The
surfaces are Poa annua on greens,
tees and fairways, with roughs of
rye and annual bluegrass. Greens
are mown and rolled six times a
week, less in winter, and roughs

are overseeded with ryegrass
alongside a newer creeping Poa
annua variety. Toro equipment
predominates their facility, although
John Deere tractors are used, and

continued overleaf




Sebonack Golf Club

the Club is considering a move to
JD GPS sprayers as the confidence
of the new Toro GPS sprayers isn't
there yet. Elevation changes are
notable across the entire park, with
large bunkers and flatter, back-to-
front-tilted greens distinguishing
the design from Winged Foot and
Quaker Ridge.

On 30* October, I moved on to
Sebonack Golf Club. Designed

in 2006 by Tom Doak and Jack
Nicklaus, Sebonack combines the
naturalistic shaping of Doak with
Nicklaus's strategic influence. The
course features A1/A4 bentgrass
greens and bent/rye fairways with
encroachment of Poa annua. Greens

precision
(noun) / pre-ci-sion

The quality, condition,
or fact of being exact
and accurate.

Webster Dictionary

are relatively subdued in contour
for a Doak design, and short-mown
surrounds create a clean, modern
presentation. Unlike many of
Doak’s courses, Sebonack includes
only one short par 4, perhaps
reflecting Nicklaus’ influence. The
Club, privately owned, now has
300 members, up from just 100 at
inception, and includes nine guest
houses adjacent to the Clubhouse. It
closes each November and reopens
in April. Sebonack hosted the 2013
US Women's Open.

Later that day, I visited the
neighbouring Shinnecock Hills
Golf Club, one of the oldest clubs
in the United States, founded in

My promise to you as Manager and Director of
Irrigation Precision Australia Pty Ltd is to continue
to demonstrate dedication to the fulfiiment of my
customer expectations by providing the best possible
service and advice.

Adrian Camba
0418 587 964 / adrian@irrigationprecisionaustralia.com.au

1891. The current layout, designed
by William Flynn in 1931, is another
masterpiece of strategic design.

Gil Hanse serves as consulting
architect. The course features

Poa annua throughout and evokes
the character of Australia’s
sandbelt, with open sightlines,
rolling fairways and short-mown
surrounds, encouraging creative
shot making. The autumn period
‘browning off’ of the bluestem
roughs provides stunning visual
contrast to the emerald fairways.
Shinnecock has hosted multiple US
Opens, most recently in 2016, with
the next scheduled for 2026. Most of
the maintenance equipment is Toro

Irrigation Precision Australia Pty Ltd brings to you over 20 years of experience in the Project
Management and delivery of the construction, management and maintenance of Golf Course
and Commercial Irrigation. Specialists in; Wire Tracking, Electrofusion Welding, and providing
Solutions for difficult problems.

At Irrigation Precision Australia Pty Ltd we understand the wider implications of decisions
taken by Golf Clubs and Grounds Managers.

IRRIGATIONPRECISION

ALSTRALIA




Shinnecock Hills Golf Club

and the irrigation system is Rain
Bird.

On 31% October, I headed down
towards the Philadelphia area

to Merion Golf Club, beginning
with the famed East course.
Designed by Hugh Wilson in 1911
and opened in 1912, Merion East
remains a benchmark for classical
design and course conditioning.
It is an entirely walking course,
using caddies exclusively, and is
renowned for its wicker basket
flagsticks and the absence of
distance markers, both intended

T -

Merion Golf Club ‘

to challenge golfers’ judgement of
distance and wind. The East course
hosts approximately 17,000 rounds
annually, though the committee is
considering reducing this to 15,000.

The greens, tees and fairways are a
mix of bentgrass varieties (007, L-93,
and Baracuta), while roughs are

tall fescue and rye. Staff numbers
are between 40 and 50, with

around 15 seasonal visa workers
returning annually from March to

November. Greens are maintained
at 2.6mm for speeds of 11-12 feet,
with machine rolling pretty much
limited to tournament periods

only. All greens are supported by a
sub-air system capable of moving
heated or cooling air into the greens
profiles to counteract the region’s
high summer humidity. A rigorous
fungicide program is in place, twice

continued overleaf
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Gulph Mills Golf Club

weekly on greens and fortnightly
on fairways and tees, with all
applications made via John Deere
GPS sprayers or walk booms. The
2014 Gil Hanse renovation adjusted
bunker styling from rolled-in edges
to more exposed sand faces,
although the chosen off-white sand
colour has proven problematic,
requiring daily watering and wheel

rolling to prevent displacement and
reduce balls plugging in faces and
floors. The only native vegetation
area remains around the quarry
beside holes 16 to 18. Equipment

is predominantly John Deere, with
Toro Flex petrol hand mowers for
greens and hybrid JD fairway units.

Merion's West course, opened
in 1914, was also designed by

¢ Aronimink Golf Club

Hugh Wilson and records roughly
15,000 rounds per year. It remains
open year-round and serves as

the practice facility during major
championships. A long-term

rebuild plan by Gil Hanse has been
approved, which will certainly be a
stunning course that has amazing
natural elevation changes across the

property.

The next stops were at Gulph

Mills Golf Club and Aronimink
Golf Club, both visited on 1°
November. Gulph Mills, designed by
Donald Ross and opened in 1919,
features Poa/bent greens, tees

and fairways, with short roughs
closely surrounding the greens to
encourage precision approaches.

Aronimink, also a Ross design,
was restored by Gil Hanse in 2016
to reinstate Ross’ original vision.
Hanse added around 100 bunkers,
expanded greens and widened
fairways to restore playing angles.
The bentgrass greens are large
and intricately contoured, often
featuring internal collection points
and severe runoffs. Aronimink

has hosted multiple major

events, including the 1962 PGA
Championship, and will host the
2026 PGA Championship, marking
its centenary at the current site.




Pine Valley Golf Club

On 4* November, I made the
much anticipated trip to the Pine
Valley Golf Club, perhaps the
most revered course in the world.
Founded in 1913 by George Crump,
who designed and built 14 of

the 18 holes before he died, Pine
Valley embodies a rugged and
natural appearance. Tom Fazio
now serves as their consulting
architect. Although many of the
members are residents outside the
USA, the course averages 20,000
rounds annually, which the Club
considers excessive. Staffing levels
reach nearly 70 in the peak season
and low as 30 during closure, from
early November until 1% April

each year. Greens are primarily
Poa annua with remnants of old

Pine Valley Golf Club

German bentgrasses, and two to
three greens are rebuilt annually

to improve the consistency of the
profiles. Tees and fairways are
bent/ Poa annua, while bluestem
grass dominates bunker edges

and roughs, forming natural sandy
islands. The Pine Valley area’s
humid environment is notorious, so
much so that many refer to it as ‘the
armpit of America’ and fungicide
treatments are again very frequent
to ensure disease doesn’t hinder the
quality of the turf. The maintenance
fleet is entirely John Deere (without
GPS or electric machinery) and
operating on a lease program.

The final leg of the tour took place
at Pinehurst in North Carolina

on 4™ to 6" November. Our first
game of golf was

on Pinehurst No. 10,
designed by Tom
Doak and open for
play in 2024 on the
site of the former ‘Pit’
course. It features
TifEagle Bermuda
greens and 419
Bermuda fairways,
representing Doak’s
newest interpretation
of the Pinehurst
landscape but not
for too much longer,
with Pinehurst No.

11 due to be open
for play next year.
Our second game
was at Pinehurst
No. 2, originally
designed by Donald
Ross in 1895 and
restored by Coore
and Crenshaw in
2010, remains one
of the most iconic
courses in the
world, featuring
Champion Bermuda
greens and 419
Bermuda fairways.
Both courses
emphasise firm, fast
playing conditions
and the natural
sandy character
synonymous with
Pinehurst.

The 2025 study
tour highlighted
the extraordinary
diversity of

golf course architecture and
maintenance philosophies across
the northeastern United States.

From the classical precision of
Tillinghast and Ross to the modern
sensitivity of Hanse and Doalk,
each venue demonstrated a deep
respect for history paired with

a commitment to excellence in
conditioning. Common themes
emerged - Poa annua's dominance
in the north, the increasing use of
variable-depth green construction,
sub-air systems, GPS-guided
spraying with John Deere clearly

continued overleaf
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Pinehurst No.2

the leader of this technology, and
now we head into a phase of a
growing demand and an emerging
role of autonomous mowing
technology. Whether private or
public, exclusive or accessible, each
club displayed a shared pursuit,
preserving the spirit of their original
design while embracing innovation
to meet the challenges of modern
turf management.

The opportunity to visit the above
noted courses prior to the John
Deere hosted event at Pinehurst,
provided an excellent introduction
to the meeting. The site visits
offered valuable opportunities to
make new contacts within the turf
industry and I gained great insights

-y,
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into the standards and quality of
leading golf courses across the
United States. This experience
enabled a greater understanding of
course variations and management
practices among highly regarded
facilities.

The event itself served as an
effective platform for the exchange
of ideas on equipment technology
and data-driven maintenance, most
notably many clubs are using the
USGA GS3 ball to record greens
data. Key discussion topics included
the evolution of GPS guided spray
systems, the increasing adoption

of hybrid and autonomous mowing
equipment, and the role of precision
technology in improving resource

PLANT CARE | PIGMENT

. FOR INSTANT,

"RICHER. chOUR.

MP DEEP GREEN

Instant dark, natural green colour

Enhances the uniformity of turf

e Increases the photoperiod for enhanced photosynthesis

e Improves turf quality during summer stress through UV reflectance

LIVING TURF

Scientific Turf Management

Pinehurst No.10
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efficiency within golf course
operations.

Engagement with other
Superintendents, Course Managers,
Agronomists and various John
Deere representatives reinforced the
importance of collaboration within
the turf industry. I am encouraged
by John Deere’s continued
investment and efforts in advancing
course management through
precision machinery, innovative
technology and dedicated customer
support. The insights gained from
these discussions offered valuable,
practical applications for enhancing
agronomic performance and
operational efficiency.

MATCHpiay!

MP DEEP GREEN

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO




WEBEX MURRAY
RIVER

AT COBRAM
BAROOGA GOLF
CLUB

Course Superintendent
Terry Vogel

January 29" to February 1% saw the
fifth playing of the WEBEX Players
Series Murray River event. As part
of the Barooga Sporties strategic
plan, it was decided to chase a
major event and have Cobram
Barooga become more prominent

in the golfing landscape. The mixed
gender event was seen as a great fit
for the direction the Club wanted to
head. In the five years of hosting the
event, there has been a community
formed with the residents, with 80
players billeted in the town.

To say the weather played a major
role in the tournament may just be
the understatement of the century,
not just in the tournament week but
even in the short and long-term lead
up. Barooga only received 250mm
rainfall in the 2025 calendar year
which had the effect of only half of
the Club’s allocation being available
so far this season. So, it's likely there
will need to be 100ML of water
purchased to complete the season
at a cost of $40,000.

The preparations start in late
August with greens renovations.
All greens are hollow tined which,
although the soil temperatures

are low, we do get good recovery.
Regular dusting was carried out
prior to December, however, we did
ease back in some hot periods.

We follow a nutrition program from
Matt McLeod at Living Turf which
uses Matchplay liquid fertilser on
the greens fortnightly. I think this
gives the greens a steady even
growth rate which has the greens
in good health for the tough periods
throughout the year. Pythium root
rot was an issue through December
- I have given up on guessing what
a disease might be and now use

disease tests to make sure I'm
targeting the correct disease.

The Old course has a mixed sward
of cool and warm season grass so
we try and mirror the practices used
on the greens. I hope to increase
the percentage of cool season by
oversowing through the autumn
and spring in the coming years.

Of course this does require higher
inputs through the hot periods but I
feel it gives a better playing surface,
enabling the golfers to use a variety
of clubs around the greens.

There are seven wintergreen and
seven common couch fairways on
the Old course which are renovated
differently. The wintergreen
fairways were scarified heavily in
November and the common couch
dethatched only. All fairways were
also spiked with an Aerovator and
finally circle cut at 8mm. Recovery
was slow due to cool, dry and
windy weather, and even at this
point there are still some areas that
are yet to fully recover.

Tees are a mixture of multiple
species of couch. All tees were
dethatched, cored and circle cut

at 6mm. The recovery from this

was fantastic. If I had the ability

to renovate the fairways in this
manner I would, due to the health of
the tees since.

« All couch surfaces were fertilised
with Pivot 400

+ The tees and surrounds were
fertilised monthly with Nutrite
Fairway plus UMAXX (30-1 - 8)

« Collars were fertilised fortnightly
with Nutrite Bentgrass High K
(20-2-2b)

The GPS sprayer makes the fertiliser
application accurate as each person
will spray the exact area each time

and, while it may not be the modern
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way, I think it makes the plant able
to cope with the mowing schedule
to come.

We don't have an injection system,
so to try to maximise the efficiency
of the irrigation we applied TFAIR
Fairway surfactant at 2L/ha at
two to three-week intervals. I

have always been a bit dubious
about wetting products but I think
this definitely aided the water
penetration.

From September 1% - 31 December
we had only eight rain events
totalling 50mm (January added
4mm only). Due to the dry winter-
spring, water allocations are about
half and as anyone in Victoria will
know, the wind has been relentless
for months. Despite this, we felt well
placed to present the course as we
would like to.

continued overleaf




The new year brought 4mm of rain,
and the course was shaping up well.
The forecast for January 7%, 8" and
9% started appearing each day to be
44 degrees with strong north winds.
This did flatten myself and the team
knowing, with only two weeks

until the tournament, it would
compromise our preparations. The
decision was made to not mow

any turf over those three days. Two
three-minute syringe programs
were run on the greens and spot
dry patch watering of other areas
through the afternoons.

Friday, January 9* was particularly
nasty with wind gusts over 70km
per hour. Fires were starting
through Victoria and sadly, just

out of Cobram, a grass fire started
which consumed our mechanic’s
house and everything was lost.

Conditions were much better for the
next week and preparations were
moving ahead. The greens were
dusted each week and I decided,
with heat issues and the chance of
visible scaring, not to dethatch the
greens. The thought was to cut and
roll most days to create the smoothest
surface we could, given the amount
of water we need to apply.

The ten-day forecast started
showing tournament week was
going to have a string of 40 degree
plus temperatures. Full-on panic
stations were enacted and, as it
turned out, Sunday 25" through

to Saturday 31% were all 42-44
degrees.

We decided not to alter our cutting
heights from our usual.

« Greens Triplex at 3mm
« Surrounds 9mm
+ Tees 8mm

« Fairway 10mm
- Rough 50mm

The week prior, the greens were
fertilised with MATCHplay
Enrich and Nourish for colour and
strength. All other surfaces were
fertilised with NUTRITE Fairway
soluble and MATCHplay Enhance
12 - 0 - 0 + 12Fe, and all fertiliser
applications had an amount of
Primo Maxx.

I was concerned the Poa in the
greens was looking a bit yellow, so
Matt McLeod collected a sample

to find we had a moderate case of
Pythium root rot which was treated
the Saturday morning.

The Women in Turf program is
something we have been very
proud to be involved and, with it
finding a new home, we looked
to the third-year turf apprentices
from Wodonga TAFE to add some
numbers to our crew.

Edward Thomas from Benalla Golf
Club and Conner Langley from Rich
River Golf Club joined the team

for the full eight days and were
outstanding in their performance.

A big thank you to Benalla Super,
Andrew Shearer, and Jarrod
Castle, Super of Rich River, for
each sparing an employee during
a hectic dry period - particularly
Andrew who has a small crew
and one missing is a big hole to
fill. Thank you to Chris Burgess
and Yarrawong Mulwala Golf Club
Resort for rotating a team of bunker
rakers on Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday.

Tournament week arrived and the
forecast held true with seven days
of mid-40s predicted. In an earlier
meeting with the PGA, I advised

the tournament director that the
course will need to be watered

to ensure that it was still healthy
looking once the television cameras
arrive on the weekend. Finding that
balance was going to be difficult. In
hindsight, we probably did water a
little higher than required but, in the
end, my job is to grow grass not kill
it. The crew worked a shorter day
than usual from Monday through to
Friday as it was often 40 degrees
by noon. Then a smaller group was
back each evening to service the
course from 4pm all days. Walking
out of an air-conditioned room

into 43 degree heat, six days in a
row, was no easy task when they
arrived to spend a couple of hours
emptying bins, spot watering,
picking up flags, markers and
blowing off debris. I am so proud of
this group as I never saw a dropped
head in whatever task they were
allocated. I was very mindful of

the crew being able to sustain the
week.

Another key to maintaining our

turf health was using the POGO
moisture sensor am and pm. Thank
you to Matt McLeod and Living turf
for the loan, and a second POGO

for the week. There are always
some interesting results as to how
much moisture is lost through the
day. Using that information and the
Syngenta app for evapotranspiration
(which averaged 9.5mm for seven
days straight) helped the estimation
of water requirements.

The days prior to the tournament,
a four-minute syringe was applied
to the greens and most other areas
received 6-8 minutes prior to the
nightly watering schedule. It was
frustrating that the wind picked up
every day at around 4pm, which

SUPER BENTS THE NEW GENERATION

Versatile, moderate density
with excellent winter colour.

Excels at turf quality, disease resistance,

establishment, wear tolerance and performance.

il

High putting green quality
and Poa annua resistance.
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made watering and cleaning up
difficult.

Nightly irrigation was greens for
12-15 minutes and most other areas,
20 minutes per night. The previous
winter we replaced all our satellites
to Toro smart satellites and updated
our Lynx and software. This was

a godsend with so many people
turning on sprinklers - having the
technology for them to operate at
the correct pressure.

In what is thought to be a first

in professional golf, the players

were able to practise and play the
first two rounds in carts. There

were some murmurs among some
competitors of not being required
although, once they were exposed

to the full extent of the heat, it was
universally accepted as the only way
we could complete a 72 hole event.
The third round on Saturday was
back to walking but was amended to
a morning two tee start.

Having golf carts on the course for
the five days in 40 plus temperatures
was something that really concerned
us. Thankfully, no real burning from
wheel tracks was observed.

A cooler day was forecast for the
Sunday final round but did involve
some strong winds that were to
carry right through the day. Saturday
night around 8pm (just when the
greens were to be watered) there
were gusts around 80km per hour so
I'm not sure how much water hit the
ground. A couple of shade gazebos
and a portable toilet were wrecked
in the winds but, other than a few
branches, the course was in good
shape.

Despite being fatigued, most people
had found a little spring in their step
to wake to a ‘feels like' temperature
in the single digits. At home, we
turned our air-conditioner off for the
first time in seven days.

The daily course prep was cutting
all surfaces daily, rolling the greens,
brooming and hand raking all
bunkers. I wasn't sure if mowing
every day was going to be possible
from a turf health point of view
but I believe having the turf well
fed helped with the stress of the
tournament preparation. Of course,
the surfaces were over watered in
some people’s view but I still think
we achieved a decent speed on the

greens of 11 or above and, while not
as smooth as they could be, played
well.

Having now completed our 5%
event, there is always an amazing
sense of relief around 9am on
Sunday morning when you know
there is no more that can be done
and the marathon is completed.

In reading this back, it is probably
disjointed but I think that is how
the tournament week rolls out.
Decisions are made quickly out of
necessity, breakdowns happen and
adaptions are made.

Finally, I must acknowledge
everyone involved in our Club -

from the Board through to all the
volunteers - who deliver the event
we do, and to my crew who always
rise to the challenge of a PGA

tour standard preparation each
year. Your efforts always have our
members feeling very proud when
the players are complimenting them
on our facility.

Thank you to Matt McLeod for
being a sounding board throughout
the year. Having access to the tech
support of Living Turf is vital for
disease and nutrition testing for our
property. Thank you to Dylan Taylor
and Hutcheon Pearce for the lovely
breakfasts and the tournament
uniform shirts.
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_VIC OPEN

Ash Hobson & James Widdowson
Assistant Superintendents
Thirteenth Beach Golf Links

We sit here two days after the
tournament and think, thirteen
Vic Opens (and ten that we have
been a part of) are a testament to
Thirteenth Beach and all that goes
on behind the scenes to make this
tournament a success every year.
The team here really steps up and
those who have had the opportunity
of several Vic Opens, lead and
mentor the young team very well.
Our preparation each year seems
to get easier, planning for lead up
is something that the guys are
expecting and understand now.

Applications of Primo on couch and
fescue surfaces, greens fungicide,

fertilising/wetting agent on greens,
aprons and tees were all completed
pre-tournament week, along

with bunker snipping and sand
movement one to two weeks prior.
Bunkers and wastelands across
both courses take up most of our
time as wind and sand movement
can be common in this coastal
environment. Staff do a great job
with the, at times, laborious job
after a wind blow.

As windy conditions are common
and irrigation coverage is at

times unreliable, hand watering

is something we regularly do for
topping up missed and dry areas.
If conditions don't favour irrigation,
it's simply not used. Greens during
the tournament had a lot of hand
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watering with high winds over the
four days.

Weather conditions, in particular
40 plus degree heat and lack of
rainfall (12mm in mid-December
was our last rainfall), also played a
part in preparations. Having staff
working long hours in such hot
conditions prior was not a safe
option for us. Previous Vic Open
tournaments have been scheduled
in mid-February but, due to other
Golf Australia commitments and
LIV Golf in Adelaide, the event
date was brought forward to mid-
January. Being a coastal beach
town, this time of year is the
busiest period for holiday goers
and golf numbers. 500-650 players
across the facility each day made




it extremely hard working amongst
these numbers.

The courses however, showing dry
contrast between fairways and
rough looked fantastic and, in our
opinion, are how we prefer. Greens
stimping was between 10-11ft on
directions from Golf Australia due
to the wind. On the tricky par 3

Beach course 16™ (T7), the green
plus surrounds were not cut for play
on Saturday, with the green cut
Saturday night for Sunday’s play. All
other short cut surfaces were cut
morning or evening with all staff
working both split shifts.

As expected, staff worked
exceptionally well as a team. With
long hours, hot days and at a busy

holiday period, they

fronted up each morning

ready to go. Although

tired, they got up and

did exactly what was

asked of them. Machinery

as always was kept in

excellent condition by our
mechanics Fraser and

Matt and we thank the extra help
from volunteers, past employee Joe
Peck and Chris Wilson from Barwon
Heads Golf Club. Well done to all
staff involved - Harry T, Josiah,
Brodie, Will, Tyler, Lachie, Cooper,
Jimmy, Josh, Bailey, Harry C, Alby,
Finn, Hayden, Taylor and Miles.

A big thank you to Dean Hill from
Toro and Andrew Boyle from GTS
as well. Your continued support

throughout this tournament each
year is greatly appreciated.

Lastly a big shout out to Steve
Hewitt. These thirteen years of the
tournament would not have been so
successful without his dedication
and passion for Thirteenth Beach.
How long the Vic Open will last
here we don't know but if it does
come back around again, we would
all appreciate NO WIND next time
please golf gods!




CELEBRATING
40 YEARS
TEACHING TURF

Dr Phillip Ford

I did an Ag Science degree (claim to
fame - I was in the year below John
Neylan at Melbourne Uni). My first
turf job was with the Australian
Turfgrass Research Institute at
Concord West in 1981. I had no
particular interest in turfgrasses,
just thought Sydney might be an
interesting place to live for a while.
Funny how you drift into things -
but I'm glad I did.

In 1984, I moved back to Victoria to
start teaching turf at Collingwoood
TAFE at Parkville. My greatest
contribution to turf in Victoria was
recruiting Gary Thomas in 1985,
luring him away from greenkeeping.
Forty years later, we're both still
learning and teaching - although
we've both decided that 2026

will be our last hurrah. Gary’s
innovation and teaching in the
areas of surveying, CAD, machine-
shaping, irrigation design and the
science and practicalities of sand-
based construction has been at the
forefront for our industry. Witness his
design of the profile and irrigation
system at the UTAS stadium, a
masterpiece. In the last couple of
years he has been involved (with
Cody Tuckett) in the new drone
technology. That's the thing about
teaching, it keeps you moving
forward, learning all the time.

When I started in 1981, our turf
surfaces were like you'd see in a
third world country. Compacted,
poorly drained, bare patches,
diseased, etc. Now look at them,
just superb. There are various
reasons. Peter McMaugh put it
down to better varieties of couch,
bent and ryegrass coming on to
the market. I put it down to better
education, focused specifically on
turf (prior to that, the qualification
was in gardening) and an increased
professionalism in the industry.
Others would say it's due to

innovation - better chemicals,
machinery and strategies
(especially dusting). And lower
water and nitrogen rates - who
would have thought - lower inputs,
better turf! Of course, it's all those

things combined and other factors.

But we sure do it well now.

Speaking of Peter McMaugh
and better turf varieties, in the
early 1980s he was the prime
mover behind several sandbelt
golf courses switching to the
newly-available Santa Ana and
wintergreen. The improvement
in fairway coverage and
quality was dramatic, and most
other Victorian courses soon
followed suit.

When the Millenium Drought
hit (1997-2010), the drought
resistance of those fairways,
some of them unirrigated for three
or more summers, became evident.
The twin benefits in fairway quality
and drought resistance was a game
changer for which we should be
eternally grateful to the late, great
godfather of Australian turf. Among
his other achievements, of course,



which you've been reading about
in recent articles.

Back to teaching and education. In
1986, Collingwood TAFE created
the first post-apprenticeship course
in turf management, the Advanced
Certificate, followed soon after by
the Diploma. The apprenticeship
course was (and still is) focused on
the essential practical skills, but
there were no training programs
that delved deeper into turf
agronomy or things like irrigation
design, disease diagnosis, sand
testing, etc. And certainly nothing
on managing staff. The Advanced
Certificate and Diploma tackled
those studies, and the need for
that education was reflected in the
high student numbers. Students
from those days will remember
Graham Haley's inspirational
teaching in managing staff, for
example.

In 2008, I left the TAFE (now
called Melbourne Polytechnic)
and did a PhD at Ballarat Uni,

on the relationship between turf
surfaces and injury in football.
This was during the drought, of
course, and I'm extremely grateful
to PGG Wrightson for providing
land and water for me to establish
turf plots and do my research. My
main conclusion, after four years of
research, was that the safest turf
was the one that had grass on it.
Go figure.

When I finished my PhD, I worked
for PGG Wrightson for several
years, doing trial work on areas
of interest for Australian turf
managers. It also gave me the
opportunity to visit New Zealand
many times, learning a lot from
our Kiwi counterparts, who excel
in all forms of turf management,
especially low input greens
management.

In 2010, I was awarded the VGCSA
Industry Award and, in 2011, the
AGCSA Distinguished Service
Award. I returned to teaching

at Melbourne Polytechnic in
2016 or so. Teaching turf is such
an interesting and rewarding
profession. Gary and I will both
be sorry to pack it in. We'd like to
especially thank our colleagues
at Melbourne Polytechnic: Mark
Burchell, Doug Agnew, Mark
Richards, Cody Tuckett and Mark

2025-26 VGCSA
GOLF TURF
APPRENTICE OF
THE YEAR

William Savickas
Barwon Heads Golf Club

What led you to choose a career
in golf turf management?

Before commencing my turf
management apprenticeship, I
was working as a landscaper. I had
a back injury that prevented me
from doing that work anymore and
I had just started playing golf, so

I decided to keep my passion for
working outdoors and start a turf
management apprenticeship at
Barwon Heads Golf Course.

Doyle, for putting up with us and
creating a team that has provided
good quality turf education for a
long time.

To finish up, here's a topic that Gary
and I often discuss. Our efforts in
education over 40 years have had

a major aim of equipping Victorian
turf managers with the skills and
knowledge that allow them to make
the important decisions affecting
their turf. It irks both of us when
we see turf management decisions
outsourced (willingly or unwillingly)
to golf course architects, irrigation
designers, engineers, testing labs,
commercial reps with a profit
motive, and such. All these people
are important, don't get me wrong,
but some of them might not be

Career goals

I plan to commence my Diploma
of Sports Turf Management in the
near future, as well as be involved
in the ASTMA'’s Futures Initiative.
As far as my working aspirations
go, I hope to progress into a
management position where I can
continue to develop my mentoring
skills and lead new turf managers
to have a successful career.

Winning the VGCSA Apprentice
of the Year

It was an amazing feeling to receive
the news of winning the VGCSA
Apprentice of the Year. I was
extremely proud of the hard work
I've put in over the last four years
and it was great to be recognised
for that.

It was also very special to be

able to share the news with my
Superintendent Craig Molloy and
Assistant Superintendent Bobby
Wallace. Without the tremendous
amount of work they have put in, I
wouldn't be fortunate enough to be
in the position that I'm in.

recommending the best strategy

for your situation. In areas such as
fertiliser selection and rates, sand
rootzone testing and selection, the
design of profiles and drainage and
irrigation systems, running trials,
the diagnosis of diseases and the
interpretation of soil and tissue tests
- it should be the Superintendent
and staff doing that. They're all
achievable tasks (quite easy,
actually) with a few laboratory tools
and some training. That's what
we've been trying to do all this time.

On behalf of Gary and myself,
thanks to the Victorian turf industry
for your support and friendship, and

all the best for your future.



MELBOURNE
POLYTECHNIC

This is the time of year when we

welcome our new apprentices
to campus and introduce them
to the sports turf industry. You
never know - one of these young
people may become a leader

in the turf world in the next 20
years. We are gearing up for
another exciting and productive
year as a leading provider of
sports turf education in Victoria.

Our goal is to deliver all the
essential topics in our course
while inspiring our apprentices
to look outward, recognise the
exciting opportunities within
our industry, and continue to
aim high in everything they do.

A special thank you to

Tim Bunn and Nathan
Turner for allowing us to
undertake turf construction,
renovation, irrigation and
grass establishment works
at their golf clubs. These
projects provide invaluable
hands-on learning experiences
that strengthen the practical
elements of our courses.

Doug Agnew

Turf Management
dougagnew@
melbournepolytechnic.edu.au

WODONGA TAFE

TAFE proudly welcomes a new
intake of first-year apprentices
commencing their training in
sports turf management. Starting
a trade is an exciting step, and
these apprentices will begin
building the practical skills and
industry knowledge needed to
maintain and construct high-
quality sporting surfaces.

We also welcome back our second
and third year apprentices as they
continue their studies and further
develop their expertise. Returning
students will expand on their
existing skills through more
advanced units, hands-on learning
and real-world projects that reflect
current industry practices and
expectations.

This year, apprentices will be
actively involved in a range of
practical projects, including
bowling green surface
improvements, and tennis court
and surrounds construction.
These projects provide valuable

EDUCATION
REPORTS

opportunities to apply classroom
learning in live environments,
develop problem-solving skills and
work collaboratively as part of a
professional team.

By combining structured training
with practical experience, TAFE
continues to support apprentices

at every stage of their learning
journey. We look forward to
another productive year of skills
development, industry engagement
and high-quality outcomes that
benefit both apprentices and the
wider sports turf industry.

Luke Garland
Teacher Horticulture
lgarland@wodongatafe.edu.au




HOLMESGLEN
INSTITUTE

As we commence the 2026
academic year, Holmesglen
welcomes both new and returning
students to our sports turf
management programs. Enrolments
remain strong, reflecting the
ongoing demand for qualified turf
professionals across the industry.

Our Glen Waverley campus training
facilities continue to provide
students with practical learning

environments, including turf
establishment areas, irrigation
demonstration systems and
construction zones. The indigenous
heathland project remains an active
teaching resource alongside our
ongoing sustainable turf research
projects.

Throughout 2026, students will
participate in industry conferences,
field days and site visits to ensure
exposure to current practices

and emerging technologies. We
appreciate the continued support

Using the power of data

of turf professionals who contribute
their time and expertise to our
programs.

Our experienced teaching team for
2026 includes:

Sam Templeton, Steve Tuckett, Rob
Saavedra, Jo-Anne Stolz and Jim
Porter, supported by guest speakers
and industry specialists throughout
the year.

Holmesglen offers rolling
enrolments in:

Certificate III in Sports Turf
Management and Diploma of Sports
Turf Management (evening classes);
Certificate IV in Conservation

and Ecosystem Management
(traineeship); Certificate III in
Landscape Construction (fast-

track evening); and a range of
professional development short
courses, including chemical
application, chainsaw operations,
and machinery handling.

For program enquiries or enrolment
information:

Grant Pritchard
03 9564 6896
grant.pritchard@holmesglen.edu.au

From your staff and your fleet to conditions on your course, you have a lot to keep track of.
Toro Intelli360™ makes it easier to monitor where your equipment is located, the maintenance it needs and how it’s being utilised

so you can plan proactively. This new digital toolbox is accessible from anywhere, on any web-enabled device.
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COURSE

REPORTS

KEYSBOROUGH
GOLF CLUB

A promising end to spring saw
water sources recharged and the
ground softened after what was a
very dry, cool and windy start to
the season. Recording over 150mm
for the month of November,

we have received 1.2mm since
December 227 at the time of
writing this report. We are drawing
our attention to the start of a new
irrigation system project which is
earmarked for May. We will budget
our water until the requirement

on greens and other cool season
surfaces reduce.

We undertook capital works in
December with a reconstructed
tee complex and necessary
vegetation removal, path routing
and promotion of desired grass
species for rough and carry areas.
Future works earmarked for
2026 will be of a similar scope
with our attention focusing

on levelling teeing space and
expanding to accommodate
more play. Vegetation changes,

WHITTLESEA GOLF CLUB

Currently we are right in the middle
of summer and it's not my favourite
time of year, that'’s for sure. Late
January and February always
presents us with a wide array of turf
management issues and it's really
just survival until autumn when
things get back to their best.

At the moment we are dealing with
Corella damage every day to two
back-nine greens, daily duck poo
rolling (within hours the green is
covered again) and heat damage

to greens, not to mention some
disease, leaves and bark regularly
falling, and general drying out of

tree management and bunker
improvements will be focused on
whilst irrigation hole closures and
cooler temperatures reduce mowing

and labour requirements in watering.

Our Pro-Am in March will again
highlight the course and I expect
the conditions to test and reward
the players who navigate their way

the course. Our dams were full over
spring but we are using a lot and

no rain has fallen for months and it
doesn't look like coming any time
soon either. The duck poo has meant
lots of weekend work on a roster, so
we've been kept pretty busy.

It all sounds a bit bleak but we
know this time of year presents
these challenges and you just have
to accept it. Work hard and do the
best you can with the resources
available. It really isn't much
different to a northern hemisphere
course closing or just in survival
mode for the super cold and snow
period - just that we have it on

the opposite end of the spectrum.

around, what we expect, a firm and
dry layout!

Hoping members see rain between
the end of summer and the cooler
months, and head into the larger
golfing calendar with healthy turf
and staff.

Superintendent
Nick Launer

Luckily for us, we can still stay open
and have a playable course.

Despite the conditions, on the plus
side our fairways now remain a

lot greener than they used to over
summer due to more native couch
and Kikuyu spreading. We've done
a lot to ensure this over the years
so it’s good to see it working. We've
also had a record number of golfers
play over the Christmas holiday
period and it's great that golf
seems to be popular again. Looking
forward to autumn now and hope
everyone had a great Christmas and
new year.

Assistant Superintendent
Dale Tucker



CLIFTON SPRINGS
GOLF CLUB

After a promising spring with plenty
of rainfall in October and November,
the heavens now refuse to drop
anything over the golf course, just
19mm in December and 1.5mm for
January. We have been spending
most of our time keeping the greens
watered and maintaining the course
while dodging golfers. With so
much wind and hot weather, we
have needed to do a lot of hand
watering. We have also had so much
golf being played over the past

few weeks which held us up with
general work.

Most of our attention has been on
building the new practice facility.
We recently laid 540m of TifTuf
sods around the surrounds of the

Summer has arrived in a big way
with plenty of days in the 30s and
even a couple in the 40s. The couch
fairways are absolutely loving this
heat, and the greens are holding
their own. The number of members
and visitors playing has been huge.
This all came to a screaming holt
due to bush fires as we live in a
high threat bush fire area. So, all the
campers and nearby towns were
told to evacuate.

Mansfield is a safe haven and a
meeting point for fire relief but
somehow the government had
us listed as a safe haven and also

practice green and bunker. We have
also laid 40m of Sir Grange zoysia
on to the face of the practice bunker
to see how it performs (thanks to
Anco Turf for supplying the zoysia
as a trial, along with the rest of the
grass). The green has been planted
with 007 Bentgrass, the same as the
new greens on 8, 9 and the nursery.
The apron has been planted with
fine fescue. I would like to give a big
shout out to Mark Donnelly who has
done a large part of this project and
an awesome job. It's great to work
with someone so passionate about
their job.

We continue to improve our
irrigation system. Just before
Christmas we decided to remove
the ageing pump set and replace

it with new pumps. Thankfully
everything went smoothly and they

‘leave now'. Do you reckon that
confused and freaked everyone out?
It took days for our shire to get the
‘leave now’ removed from the Vic
Emergency app. Such devastation
has occurred once again in our shire
but the people here rally together
and are helping out in any way they
can. The road from Yea to Mansfield
is still currently blocked so we have
to go the long way to Melbourne.
Fires affect our tourism so much but
I guess they are a part of life. Days
later after the fire, we had a huge
hailstorm and they were big.

Superintendent
Tony Cooksey

are performing well (touch wood).

All the greens have had an
application of gypsum, and we

will apply another one shortly.

Our applications of wetting agent,
biostimulants and fungicides are
working well and I am pleased with
the health of the greens.

With things in the area so dry, the
Corellas have decided to eat our
greens again. The 5" and 6™ greens
are constantly being attacked.
Thankfully we now have a nursery
to fix the damage and might have

to replant the nursery by the end of
summer. Anyone with bird deterrent
ideas that work, can you let me
know please? So frustrating.

Superintendent
Brendan Brown




KINGSTON HEATH GOLF
CLUB

In recent times at Kingston
Heath, we have been busy with
a number of exciting projects
currently underway. In mid-
November 2025, we seeded the
5% green on The Furrows with
three different bentgrass varieties.
These bentgrasses are being
trialled for several reasons, most
importantly in preparation for the
inevitable reconstruction of the
Heath course in the future. This
due diligence will allow us to
carefully select the most suitable
bentgrass, taking into account

playability, disease and pest
resistance, thatch accumulation and
moisture management. The green is
currently being cut at 4.5mm, with
heights gradually being lowered as
establishment continues.

Another exciting project recently
completed is the installation of a
new tournament tee for the 11th
hole (club hole). Located at the rear
of the 9th green and connected to
the existing surrounds, this new tee
adds approximately 50 metres in
distance. The turf was maxi-rolled
using Santa Ana couch and is now
being maintained at a cutting height
of 9mm.

Planting of indigenous tube stock
has also taken place, with species
including Austrostipa mollis,
Dillwynia sericea and Stylidium
graminifolium, among others.

We have also recently commenced
auditing and rectifying bunker
drainage issues on holes that
historically do not drain efficiently.
Over time, drainage lines can
become sealed or blocked, so
addressing these issues is a

key component in ensuring
minimal disruption and improved
performance moving forward.

One of the larger projects currently
underway is the redevelopment of




the driving range tee and short-
game area. Previously, mounds at
the rear of the tee were unusable.
These are now being stripped of
turf, with the mounds and existing
soil rotary-hoed to allow the
driving range tee to be extended.
This will create additional usable
space for future tournaments

and improved practice facilities
for members. Once complete, the
area will again be maxi-rolled with
Santa Ana couch and brought into
play in due course.

Foreman
Jordan Wemyss

16" and 17" hol

KOORINGAL GOLF CLUB

The third year of Course
Enhancement Plan (CEP) works has
now been completed, delivering
further improvements to the 16%
and 17* holes in line with the long-
term vision of course designers
Crafter + Mogford. Shaping and
construction were completed
alongside Newscope Turf & Civil,
with our team responsible for turf
establishment and finishing works.

Both the 16™ and 17® tees have
been turfed with Santa Ana couch,
while the 16™ green surrounds were
established with Kikuyu. Bunker
upgrades included the installation
of Bunker Drain liner and the
placement of McGregor bunker sand,
providing improved consistency and
drainage. A newly shaped rear ridge
behind the green has been seeded
and is now germinating, forming

a natural visual screen. Additional
works included the creation of native
sandy waste areas, extending from
the carry on the 16™ tee down the
entire right-hand side of the par 3.

In winter 2026, we will continue the
waste work down the right-hand
side of the 16" tee. These areas

will be progressively planted with
indigenous species to mirror similar
features on other holes around the
course.

Spring and early summer rainfall
was variable, with 81mm in October,
120mm in November, 25mm in
December and only 2mm recorded
in January to date, resulting in
increasingly dry conditions heading
into the new year.

Despite this, course conditioning
has remained strong. Disease
pressure has been well managed

through regular fungicide, PGR
and fertiliser applications. Areas
affected by winter fairway patch
disease have been targeted with
topdressing and fertility to assist
recovery and reduce visible
scarring.

The course is now being

prepared for the February Club
Championships and the February
Men's and Ladies Pennant seasons,
with presentation and surface
consistency remaining a priority.
As always, the team has worked
extremely hard to balance daily
maintenance with the delivery of
major capital works.

Assistant Superintendent
Douglas Loton

16" and 17" holes after works



METROPOLITAN GOLF
CLUB

The summer period at Metropolitan
Golf Club has been notably dry,
with just 3mm of rainfall recorded
since December 20%, 2025. These
conditions have required some
careful planning and targeted
maintenance to maintain turf
quality and playing performance
across the course.

In December, our annual fairway
renovations were completed, with
a range of maintenance techniques
applied to individual areas based
on turf age, condition and overall
performance. A Top maker was
used on selected fairways to help
alleviate thatch management
issues that had accumulated

to unacceptable levels, with

encouraging results already evident
when comparing after renovation
photos with those taken six weeks
later. The remaining fairway areas
were scarifled and Terra raked

as well as spiral cut at bmm as

part of the program, and all couch
playing areas are currently being
maintained at bmm. In line with our
ongoing CEP/GRP strategy, several
couch fairway sections established
later in the construction phase
were also topdressed to improve
smoothness and playability and
support longer-term maintenance
practices. Greens were also needle
tined with 6mm tines as well as
dusted during this period.

We were fortunate during this
period to host Dr John Kaminski,
who based himself at Metropolitan
while in Melbourne as part of his

BF1 control trials.
With the assistance
of Course Foreman
Tom Lyon, trial

plots have been
established,
monitored and have
continued to be
assessed throughout
his stay. The
outcomes from this
work will form part
of Dr Kaminski's
presentation at the
upcoming VGCSA
education day, to be
held at Metropolitan.

December also

marked a significant

milestone for

the Metropolitan

maintenance team,

with Travis Cann

celebrating 35

years of service

at Metropolitan
Golf Club. The achievement was
recognised with a catch-up at the
local bowls club, where current
and past staff, four sandbelt
Superintendents including Richard
Forsyth, Steven Newell, Glenn
Stuart and John Mann, as well
as Metropolitan members came
together to share a few drinks,
plenty of laughs and stories from
Travis' 35 years at the Club.

Leading Hand
Nick Skicko




MOONAH LINKS

Here at Moonah Links, we are
having a very busy summer period
with increased player numbers and
corporate days keeping us on our
toes. At the weekends, we have over
400 golfers playing over the courses
on both Saturday and Sundays and
even weekday play has increased
significantly. It is awesome seeing
so many out playing which is great
promotion for the Club.

Despite the increase in player
numbers, the courses are holding
up remarkably well considering, and
the feedback has been positive. The
irrigation improvements we have
made over winter, particularly at the
pump shed, has increased volume
out on course which is helping with
the turf health and vibrancy.

In the second week of December,
Moonah Links hosted the Vic PGA
with Marc Leishman prevailing to
finish 4 under for the tournament.
The wind gusts reached 70kms
plus on the final day and I was
more concerned about the flag
sticks popping out of the cups
than the greens drying out due

to the conditions. Fortunately, we
got through it all unscathed and
the result was pleasing. Kudos to
my staff for the wonderful work

in presenting the courses for the
tournament. They should be as
proud with themselves as much as I
am for what was achieved.

The best aspect of hosting a tour
event in December is that it puts
the courses in a great position
heading into a hectic Christmas

THE SANDS TORQUAY

The silly season has well and truly
begun here at The Sands, with an
average of 290 golfers per day from
Boxing Day through to the Australia
Day period, and some days hitting
the 320 mark with a 6.30am tee off
time. The constant traffic coming
through (and mostly in golf carts)
has been a challenge, although the
golf course has held up pretty well.

Like a lot of others, we are really
starting to dry out now, as we have
had a total rainfall of 2mm since 21
December. Just last week, we turned

and new year period. [ was just
informed that we are now hosting
a Legends event in March so

I guess that will be the focus
after the Club Championships in
February.

Superintendent
Rick Lee

the taps off on the fairways and

are now just watering our greens
and tees. As we are situated at the
lowest point of Torquay, we require a
25-30mm downpour to fill our water
levels back up with all the runoff.

This time of year all projects have
come to a stop to concentrate on
playing surfaces and attention

to detail jobs that we wouldn't
necessarily get to when we have
construction projects on the go.

Superintendent
Keegan Powell




NEANGAR PARK GOLF
CLUB

Neangar Park has definitely had

a major boom in golf over the last
couple of years and with that
comes compaction/damage mainly
from cart use. We decided to give
our members and guests a bit
more direction by installing eight
new cart paths out of crushed
brick, edged with logs from our
stockpile to fit in with our natural
appearance. This has been quite
the success, with a much more
finished look to some average
looking areas while also protecting
the turf inside these pathways
(photo: new 14 path with
retaining wall). We have also been
busy removing the remaining ten

40

greenside grassed bunker faces.
This is a project we committed to
three years ago and now only have
two more bunkers to complete.

We are currently in the process

of extending our nine-hole Pitch
and Putt course by 135m in

length to enable it to be rated and
competition golf accessible. This is
as simple as installing six more tee
off areas further back and we will
be looking to have this done by the
end of the growing season.

We held our Pro-Am in mid-
December which went very well.
It's always good to be able to
showcase your course and the
improvements you have made
(photo: 1% fairway). We received
a lot of positive feedback which
is always nice to hear. Our Club

Championships are scheduled for
March so full steam ahead to that
once we get through this heat. I'm
very fortunate to have a proactive
Board willing to continually make
improvements. With that comes
challenges in time management
but also great rewards at job
completion.

Superintendent
Taylor Beard



PORTARLINGTON GOLF CLUB

The summer at Port Golf has been
dry with Omm received for January
and the last sprinkle was 4mm on
12t December 2025. The start of
February is looking grim for rainfall
as well. Consequently, the irrigation
system is getting a strong workout.
Water reserves are holding up well
with the use of our stormwater
reserves and access to recycled
water being a bonus.

Like most places, golfing traffic
has been very busy with record

numbers tramping through the
place, making for challenging times
as we navigate course maintenance.
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Keeping us busy has been the
extension of irrigation lines leading
to expansion of fairways at the

9" and 10™. We have also found
time to extend the 5" and 6™ tees
whilst installing new irrigation

here as well. New paths have been
constructed at b, 6 and 7 tees with
golfers being giddy with excitement
and anticipation for these and more!

We are now in preparation mode
for the start of our new spare hole.
This concept will let the hole to be
played from a few directions and,
then as the need arises, take other
holes out of play for reconstruction
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or maintenance whilst having a full
functioning 18 holes remaining in

play.

Superintendent
Steve Burchett
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COURSE
REPORTS

RIVERSDALE GOLF CLUB

Don't talk about the weather! (Oops,
too late...) I never thought I'd say it,
but this is the first time in my career
I've genuinely had to worry about
water. As I write this, it's been 45
days since any decent rainfall - just
a measly 3mm in that time.

We've got a licence for 104
megalitres from Damper Creek but,
let’s just say Damper is currently...
well, damper in name only. It's as
dry as a pommie’s bathmat out
therel

Each morning, the team checks
moisture readings and only waters
the thirstiest areas about 6-10

minutes a day, which works out to
roughly 0.35-0.6 megalitres daily.
At that pace, we've got around
ten days of water left, so we'll be
tightening the taps even further
soon.

Despite the heat and dust, the
crew has been fantastic - carefully
topping up stressed areas with

wetting agents and fertiliser from
our trusty tankers. Spirits remain
high though, and we've made a
deal. The day the rain finally arrives,
it's tools down, early finish and
souvlakis for smoko. Here's hoping
those clouds get the memo!

Superintendent
Barry Proctor




BARWON VALLEY GOLF CLUB

A short report for this issue. I have attached a few photos
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Clear the course.
Not your schedule

WESSEX CORE & DEBRIS
TOW-BEHIND COLLECTION UNIT

DANNY: 0459 066 826
DANNY@DAWNMOWERS.COM.AU
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