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PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

Adam Lamb

After a well-earned winter break
(hopefully enjoyed by most) with
cooler weather and a chance to
reset, spring should be on our
doorstep as this publication lands
in lunchrooms. With it comes longer
daylight hours and the first green
shoots, welcomed with anticipation
as we head into the busy season
ahead.

Across the state, the hum of mowers
has undoubtedly returned. Cobwebs
and plenty of dust are being blown
away, hoses are being rolled back
out and teams are getting ready to
dial things up.

We're pleased to report that the
winter months have been both

Welcome

productive and collaborative for
the VGCSA committee. We've seen
strong engagement across our
events and maintained momentum
in our professional development
and education workshops. This
year, in addition to our regular
sessions, we introduced a new
suite of specialised workshops
designed to meet the evolving
needs of modern turf teams. These
hands-on sessions were open to

all staff levels and focused on

both practical and strategic skills,
including:

e Cutting Units - fundamentals
and advanced techniques

» Biodiversity - revegetation and
sustainable course practices

¢ Budgeting and financial
planning for current and
aspiring Superintendents

e Irrigation systems - introduction
and advanced operation

e Irrigation training - sprinklers,
valves and hydraulics plus
control systems and diagnostics

e Sprayer setup and calibration -
core fundamentals

A big thank you to the venues,
presenters, sponsors and partners
who supported these workshops.
We're committed to expanding
these learning opportunities in
response to growing demand as

we continue to prepare the next
generation of turf managers.

In late July, the VGCSA also
demonstrated great initiative by
participating in a joint booth with
Golf Australia and PGA at the
Careers Expo held at the Melbourne
Convention Centre. We produced
and distributed our own flyers

to interested attendees, which
included a QR code directing them
to the VGCSA ‘Starting a Turf
Career’ webpage. The page features
information on how to get started,
along with testimonials from current
and emerging talent within our
industry plus links to the VGCSA
‘This is my Career’ video, education
providers and other useful resources
(visit www.vgcsa.com.au/starting-a-
turf-career).

It's been fantastic to see such strong
attendance and enthusiasm at

our VGCSA meetings in 2025. The
Country meeting in Yarrawonga was
again a great success, with excellent
content delivered. More on that later
in the magazine. We're now looking
forward to our upcoming Education
session in September at Riversdale
Golf Club.

Enjoy the spring period ahead and
all the best to our Victorian clubs as
they ramp up preparations for their
upcoming tournaments.

YOUR PRACTICE AREA JUST GOT A

~ SERIOUS UPGRADE
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MINUTES
COURSE STAFF
EDUCATION
MEETING

Tuesday 3 June 2025

8.00am Arrival and registrations

8.25am Welcome

VGCSA President Adam Lamb
welcomed all attendees and
congratulated audience member,
Mark Prosser, on his recent
appointment as a VGCSA Life
member. In outlining the day's
program, Adam acknowledged
meeting sponsors, Colin Campbell
Chemicals and Greenway Turf
Solutions.

8.30am

Presentation with Kingston Heath
Course Superintendent Hayden
Mead

Managing bentgrass greens and
new cultivars

Kingston Heath greens are Penn
A1, established in the early 2000s.
Now unavailable commercially, the
Club has sufficient nursery stock
retained for the Presidents Cup. The
Penn A1 traits are tight canopy, fine
leaf texture and minimal fertility
required.

Hayden Mead outlined other key
highlights:

¢ Green profiles which were
originally push-up, were rebuilt to
USGA specification in the early
2000s.

Cranbourne G:

* Renovation practices - bmm solid
tines, 8mm hollow tines, and
kiln-dried sand topdressing as
frequently as possible.

* Ongoing collar renovations
to manage couch grass
encroachment.

¢ Comprehensive data collection -
organic matter testing, nutrient
levels, nematodes, firmness
(Clegg), speed (stimp).

¢ Using GS3 technology for
trueness, smoothness and
firmness metrics.

¢ Moisture levels monitored via
Spectrum TDR.

e The course handles 42,000-
45,000 rounds annually.

¢ Active Poa annua control
program.

¢ 2,000 m? nursery and bentgrass

trials underway on the par 3 for
the 2030s.

8.50am

Panel discussion with Course
Superintendents, Stuart Calvert
(Warrnambool GC) and Brenton
Clarke (Settlers Run GCC) and
2nd Assistant, Kate Rainsbury
(Sorrento GC)

Creating your career path
Hosted by Course Superintendent
Nicholas Douglas, topics covered:

¢ Career backgrounds and transitions.

-L.

e Favourite courses, grass types
and dream / work holiday
destinations.

* What they don't miss from
previous roles.

* Work-life balance strategies.

¢ Adjustments moving from
regional to metropolitan clubs.

¢ Challenges faced in promotions
(e.g. 2IC to Superintendent).

¢ Knowledge gaps during the first
six months in new roles.

* Perspectives gained from new
roles.

¢ Current biggest professional
challenges.

e Industry-wide concerns and how
to address them.

¢ Advice for aspiring
Superintendents.

9.30am

Colin Campbell Chemicals
presentation with Marketing
Manager, Nadeem Zreikat

Pythium “Which one are you?”

Nadeem educated attendees on
various Pythium diseases such as
blight, root rot, root dysfunction
and highlighted the symptoms and
overlap with other turf diseases.
He emphasised proactive spray

continued overleaf




strategies and broader health
context.

9.45am

VGCSA Golf Turf Apprentice of the
Year, Zachary Amer

2025 VGCSA Brandt John Deere
New Zealand Residency week

Zachary shared his experience at
Tara Iti Golf club which is currently
ranked #1 in New Zealand. The
course is fescue from fence to fence
with no definition between greens
and surrounds. As part of his work
experience, he was provided the
opportunity of afternoon play.

His next visit was to Tieke Golf
Estate which is ranked #15 in

New Zealand. The course is

fescue fairways and tees, and 007
bentgrass greens. As part of regular
course practices, weekly grooming
and dusting is conducted, and dew
is removed by helicopter - thanks to
the neighbouring pilot school.

As part of the trip to Hamilton,
there was also an excursion to
Seddon Park, a multi-sport venue
that hosts hockey, soccer, athletics,
concerts and festivals. There,

Zachary learned about the sports
field practices and implementation
of Desso hybrid turf.

Following the presentation, Adam
Lamb presented Zachary Amer with
an award certificate for the VGCSA
Golf Turf Apprentice of the Year.

10.05am Morning Tea

10:30am

Greenway Turf Solutions
presentation with Victorian Sales
Manager, Andrew Boyle

Greenkeeper App: Transforming
how turfgrass managers make
decisions

Andrew introduced the
Greenkeeper App, outlining its
capabilities:

¢ Product inventory.

¢ Precision application.

* Cost tracking and budgeting
tools.

e Audit and compliance support.

e Agronomic modelling
capabilities.

A demonstration of the app features
included the home page, planner,
spray sheet, data dashboard, water

tracking, benchmarking, and digital
whiteboard components and
showcased precision management
using GPS mapping. Andrew
further outlined the pricing tiers for
different app versions.

11.00am

Presentation with Senior
Agronomist, John Neylan
SPORTENG

VGCSA Bentgrass trials

John Neylan gave a short indoor
presentation on the latest
developments of the VGCSA
Bentgrass trials, with the trial
layout and criteria for assessment
explained.

Monthly data collection focuses on:

e Turf and root density.
¢ Drought resilience and disease
outbreak records.

¢ Modified stimp readings and non-
irrigated days.

In conclusion, localised conditions
and multi-year data are essential for
sound variety selection.

11.15am

Colin Campbell Chemicals raffle
draw

Winners:
Ben Danckert (Deniliquin Golf Club)
Nick Skicko (Metropolitan Golf Club)

11.20am

Course walk with

Superintendent Nicholas Douglas
The course walk commenced with a
brief overview of the Club’s history:

¢ The Club was founded in 1951 by
Melbourne’s Jewish community,
led by Syd Kauffman, due to




exclusion from other clubs.

* The course was designed by Sam
Berriman and completed in 1954.

¢ The Club has had a proud
tradition of inclusivity across all
backgrounds.

¢ The Club closure is scheduled for
February 2026.

Since Nicholas' appointment as
Course Superintendent in February
2022, he has focused on low-input
turf management using MLSN
principles. The course renovation
strategy includes verti-cutting,
grooming, Air2G2, regular dusting
and minimal hollow coring. During
his time, the Club has hosted the
Australian Amateur in April 2022
and January 2024. Shortgrass areas
were initiated in late 2022 (3,000
m? turf stripped and replaced),
however, these were paused near
the 15™ and 18™ greens due to
constraints.

Hole highlights

10 green: Varying soil and
landform across the nines
challenges uniformity. A dead
tree was retained for habitat, with
fescue seeded around base.

17" wasteland: Created after a
large gum fell. In-house works were
done using a 10-tonne excavator.
The original plan for expansive
sand areas halted after closure
announcement.

17 fairway: 80mm ring main and
large sprinkler banks limit irrigation.
Dry during droughts but superb
when in condition. Santa Ana couch
installed in 1992.

13t green: Dam created from
diverted stormwater in 1987.
Originally discovered and
implemented by Superintendent
John Grove. Nicholas also shared

a humorous story involving a
stolen Australian Open car doing
doughnuts here.

14" hole: Built in 2017 following

a sale of land on the old 17*. The
green was created using cores
from existing greens - intended for
uniformity, though performance
varies due to age and profile
differences.

15 fairway: Turf harvested here
for shortgrass areas. It has superior
drought tolerance and less Poa than
elsewhere. Bentgrass trials are
ongoing (led by John Neylan).

12.15pm

VGCSA Bentgrass trials on-
site presentation with Senior
Agronomist, John Neylan

John Neylan facilitated the trials
plot walk, explaining the strong
and weak performers, and rationale
behind the trials. Attendees voted
for their preferred bentgrass
selection.

In returning to the Clubhouse,

John provided a final summary of
the bentgrass trial data and his
conclusions, in addition to thanking
Superintendent Nicholas Douglas
and the VGCSA for their ongoing
collaboration.

12:30pm Meeting close and lunch

Adam Lamb concluded the meeting
by thanking the Cranbourne

Golf Club, Superintendent

Nicholas Douglas, guest speakers,
supporting clubs and the sponsors
involved. This was followed by
tokens of appreciation presented

to the host Superintendent and all
guest speakers.




MINUTES
VGCSA COUNTRY
MEETING

Monday & Tuesday
28t - 29" July 2025

Apologies
Thomas Bickerdike

Jeff Powell
Clint Raven

Monday 28" July

11.15am Arrival and registrations

Qasis Turf Cup Ambrose event

11.45am VGCSA welcome and golf
briefing

12.00pm Golf - 4 Ambrose shotgun
start

Refreshments
Dinner

5.00pm
6.00pm

7.30pm

VGCSA committee member,
Geraldine O'Callaghan was joined
by Oasis Turf representatives
Michael Ogden and Matthew
Steven, and Paul Bardsley from
Australian Seed & Turf Farm to
present the winning prizes.

Golf presentations

Oaisis Turf Cup - Winning team

Tom Lyon - Metropolitan GC
Clint Taylor - Portsea GC

Yarrawonga
Mulwala

Golf Club Resort

Nathan Arnett - Traralgon GC
Paul Dugmore - Turfcare Australia

Oasis Turf Cup - Runner up team
Paul Stubbs - ICL Growing
Solutions/K&B Adams

Brad Gibson - Brandt Equipment
Mathew Hose - RACV Cape Schanck
Rowan Daymond - The Grange GC

Nearest the Pin

2nd Ben Davis - Adama (Oasis Turf
prize)
14th Scott Fullarton -

Commonwealth GC (Australian
Seed & Turf Farm prize)

Longest Drive

Taylor Beard - Neangar Park GC
(Oasis Turf prize)

8.30pm VGCSA Announcements

VGCSA President Adam Lamb
presented Trade member Michael
Licht (Toro Australia) a gift for his
achievement as the 2025 VGCSA
Trade Recognition awardee. Michael
was unable to attend the VGCSA
98® Annual General Meeting, at
which time the award winners were
initially announced.

&
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Following the presentation, Adam
Lamb acknowledged President
Leon Hennessey and the NSWGCSA
in announcing the inaugural VGCSA
NSWGCSA Country Conference
which will take place in August
2026 at Corowa Golf Club.

Tuesday 29" July

7.40am Welcome

Adam Lamb opened the meeting
by welcoming attendees and
introducing the first keynote
speaker, Andrew Wilson.

7.45am

Live webinar - US guest speaker,
Andrew Wilson. Director of
Agronomy, Bethpage State Park

Road to the Ryder Cup: Maintenance
and operations at Bethpage

Andrew shared insights from
over 35 years at Bethpage and

his leadership in hosting major
tournaments including the 2002
and 2009 US Opens, the 2012 and
2016 Barclays PGA Tour events,
and the 2019 PGA Championship.
Preparations are well underway
for the upcoming 2025 Ryder Cup,
scheduled for September 26-28.

N



Key points

* The Bethpage Course receives up
to 250,000 rounds annually.

* Extensive Ryder Cup
preparations include turf
management, infrastructure, and
logistical coordination.

¢ Challenges faced include weed
and insect pressure, intensive
hand-watering and unpredictable
weather conditions.

¢ Team structure comprises
over 150 employees with 40%
of volunteers returning from
previous events.

¢ Machinery and in-house
construction allow for flexibility
in response to tournament needs.

* [rrigation projects completed
in partnership with PGA Tour
organisers.

¢ Infrastructure set-up included:

- 1.2 million sq. ft. carpeted
walkways

- 75,000 sq. ft. of build-out
Seven miles of fencing

Helicopter pads

- Grandstands and turf
reinforcement

e Drainage systems upgraded and
new tees built to accommodate
layout changes.

¢ Rough areas were reseeded, and
ropes and stakes installed to
protect path edges.

* Use of TS3 ball data collection
technology and GS3 trials
underway.

¢ Bunker area spans 7.5 acres.

* Andrew Wilson praised the
dedication and skill of his team
and volunteers for their ongoing
support.

Q&A session

PGA revenue loss mitigation:
Andrew noted approximately 5,000

rounds lost during
preparation, partially
offset by PGA
licensing fees.

limitations:
Carefully managed
with respect to
environmental
standards and
tournament
conditions.

Greens renovations: Completed
prior to tournament with high
volume play (150+ rounds/day).

Team Captains’ involvement:
Limited direct involvement, though
respected operationally.

8.45am

Live webinar - US guest speaker,
Dr Frank Rossi. Associate
Professor, Cornell University

High performance bentgrass
putting surface management

Dr Rossi brought a research-

led presentation focusing on

best practices for managing

elite bentgrass surfaces with
environmental responsibility in mind.

Key topics

e History and future of golf in the
US and lessons for Australia.

* Reference to Piper and Oakley's
foundational turfgrass research.

* Fungicide restriction challenges
at clubs like The Vineyard GC.

* Emphasis on soil structure,
variety selection and Poa annua
control.

* Relationship between green
firmness, speed and player
expectations.

¢ Use of data to inform putting
performance goals, including
thatch levels and nitrogen
management.

¢ Impacts of bedknife selection,
growth regulators and MSLN
guidelines.

¢ Organic matter and traffic
impacts, including ball mark
recovery and footwear damage.

¢ Techniques such as DryJect for
soil maintenance.

e Early results from GS3 device
trials for green speed and
firmness.

Chemical application

Q&A session

Dr Rossi responded to several
technical questions regarding GDD
(growing degree days), turf health
and traffic management strategies.

9.30am

Syngenta - Technical Services
Lead, Michael Bradbery (key
speaker sponsor)

Precision soil data at your
fingertips: Greencast Connect &
Spiio

Michael introduced Greencast
Connect and Spiio sensors as
cutting-edge technologies offering
real-time soil and moisture data
to assist in making informed turf
management decisions.

9.45am

Colin Campbell Chemicals -
Marketing Manager, Nadeem
Zreikat (key speaker sponsor)

Chino - our new weapon in the
pythium fight

Chino is a translaminar systemic
fungicide and weapon against
Pythium diseases; blight, root

rot and root dysfunction. In

2023, Sydney based trials were
conducted with Chino, Proplant and
a standard Cyazofamid. While all
three products were similarly found
to be controlling Pythium, Chino
demonstrated strong efficacy.

10am

The Toolbox Team - TTT Client
Manager, Steve Eddy

The launch of Team Planner

The Toolbox Team Team Planner
allows you to set up all the
information tailored to your facility
with data tracking at hand to easily
export to boards and committees.
The Planner provides ease of use
with all staff having view access,
along with The Toolbox Team's
continued support.

10.15am

Turfcare Australia - Business
Development Manager Floratine
Products Group, Paul Dugmore

Floratine

Floratine specialises in foliar, soil
and surfactant products. From
the range, Blackout is a inoculant
product which specifically targets
algae by competing for algae

continued overleaf




Winning team

food sources and assisting in the
breakdown of surface residue left by
algae proliferation. Paul also outlined
the process of suppressing UV light
to help combat algae.

10.30am Morning Tea

10.50am

Guest speaker, Mike McKenna.
General Manager, Amata Spring
Country Club

How to achieve results while

undergoing two roles of GM and
DOA

Mike began by outlining his extensive
career background, from his first
tournament work in 1995-96, the Ohio
program through to managing and
organising over 30 tourregistered
events and major championships
around the world, including New
Zealand, Dubai, India, Indonesia and
Thailand. He then discussed his
transition to General Manager and
hospitality experience.

Mike followed with a video
presentation on Amata Spring
Country Club, which hosted

the 2022 Asia Pacific Amateur
Championship. He then focused on
aspects of the dual leader challenge
and incorporative roles of General
Manager and Director of Agronomy.
Key components included: start with
self-awareness and reflection; define
your key roles and priorities; use
prioritisation tools; common time
management challenges; time
management tips that work; delegate
for impact; strategic agronomy
planning as high value work; building
a performance driven culture;
weekly inner boardroom meetings;
closing vision and action steps; the
hidden burden of dual leadership;
and self-management strategies for
sustainable dual leadership.

Q&A session

Mike addressed a query on budget
increase requests and determining

Longest Drive

the priority of agronomist verses
general manager in this regard.
Mike also outlined the board
setup at the Club, this being the
shareholders Board of Governors
and Board of Directors.

11.40am

Brandt - John Deere Golf & Turf
Sales Manager, Corey Clark;
Fieldquip Golf & Turf Manager,
Graeme Hibberd; Brandt team,
Travis Scott, Chris Angwin &
Dominique Warnaar

John Deere, Tru-Turf, Trimax &
Fieldquip / Weidemann products

Group talks showcased the
HD300 GPS-20 satellites, TX Gator,
6700A E-Cut Fairway Mower-
Hybrid (3-wheel drive), 3046R

JD Tractor with Trimax Snake

S2 320, Wiedemann Terra Rake
and Wiedemann Aerator. Further
demonstrations included the Tru-
Turf Petrol roller and 225 E-Cut
Electric Walk greens mower.

12.10pm

Toro - Area Sales Manager
Equipment, Michael Licht &
Area Manager Irrigation, Adam
McBrien

Updates to the Toro Equipment
range

Adam McBrien spoke about
TurfRad technology, located at the
back of a fairway unit in order to
highlight moisture stress. Michael
Licht also demonstrated the Toro
Reelmaster 5510, Greensmaster

eTriflex 3370 - covering 45 holes
per charge - and the Harper Hawk
Sweeper.

12.40pm Lunch

1.10pm

Guest speakers, John Neylan
& Gary Beehag. Sports Turf
agronomists

ERI Trial work program

John Neylan opened the session by
acknowledging the several Assistant
Superintendents and participating
golf clubs involved in the project.
From the ten clubs that were
involved, 17 samples were submitted
for laboratory diagnosis to the NSW
DPI Plant Health Diagnostic Service.
The aim of the project was to see
what control factors correlated with
the disease and control methods.
Gary Beehag explained the ERI
infecting genera and species, where
the disease is located on the plant,
and noted the key issues of the ERI
fungi and predisposing environmental
factors. John continued by providing
the project findings and other
observations made.

1.55pm
Guest speaker, Mike Mckenna

How to manage large teams to
achieve success

Mike's second presentation covered
important measures to manage
large teams. Key points touched on
were, what defines a large team,;
managing large teams; why team



success is hard; the main principals
that he follows; communication
tools that work for him and his staff;
motivating staff; pitfalls to avoid,;
and general workplace coordination.
The standout messages from Mike
were, success in Asia requires
respect, structure and engagement.
Empower your team to think, not
just act. You don't need 100 staff. You
need ten leaders and 90 believers.

2.40pm

K&B Adams - ICL Turf &
Landscape Regional Manager,
Paul Stubbs

Simplifying nutrition at seed
establishment

Paul Stubbs presented on
simplifying nutrition at seed
establishment. He drew a
compelling parallel between
advancements in technology, where
multiple separate devices are
replaced by a single, multifunctional
tool, and the evolution of fertility
products. Instead of using several
different nutrient sources, modern
solutions offer comprehensive
formulations in a single product.
Paul highlighted ICL's Sierrablen
range as a prime example,
delivering a broad spectrum of
nutrients in one application. He
also discussed the benefits of using
Pearl Turfstarter, emphasising

its role in promoting strong root
development and supporting early
plant establishment.

2.55pm

Guest speaker, Charlie Borella.
Foreman, Thurgoona Golf Club

New Zealand Scholarship

Charlie delivered an insightful
presentation on his scholarship
experience in New Zealand, part of
a co-sponsored program between
John Deere, Brandt and the VGCSA.

He shared details about the courses
and facilities that he visited and
highlighted some of the notable
individuals he had the opportunity
to work with. It was clearly an
incredible experience, and he
encouraged everyone to seriously
consider applying when the program
opens for applications later this year.

3.15pm
ADE Turf Equipment - Sales &
Marketing Manager, Jack Coram

Future of turf maintenance
machinery

Jack presented the machinery

on display including the Classen
PRO sod cutter; Jacobsen fairway
mowers which now have light-
weight full electric models; Buffalo
tow-behind blower; Cushman Elite
Hauler PRO utility vehicle (Peninsula
Kingswood have 20 in their fleet); the
Allett Scarifier for bowling greens
where the head can be changed

out easily to become a mower (lan
Todd at Rosebud CC has one for

his bowling green); and the battery
operated Greenworks Georipper mini
trencher for working in tight areas.
Jack also discussed the relationship
with Samsung batteries and all their
battery operated machines.

3.45pm

Course walk with Host
Superintendent, Chris Burgess

Chris Burgess led participants on a
walk where the course team have
been focusing on bunker upgrades
at the Lake course. Following a
bunker audit to grade all bunkers,
works were completed in-house,
creating a sand dune bunker
complex incorporating 500mm sand
in base and using sod on site. All
bunkers have Megaflo drainage.
Future plans will be a greens
upgrade on the Murray course.

In walking over to the new 19%™
hole, Chris explained how the

new hole links in with all three
courses. Course staff designed and
built the hole, including installing
irrigation, drainage and choosing
grass selection being Penncross turf
species on the green and collar, and
Santa Ana couch used elsewhere.
Green construction is based on
California construction and has a
Megaflo drainage system. It was

a great project opportunity for the
course staff to work on.

Chris also addressed other course
activities such as the nursery
rebuild in order to plug greens
after bird damage, and fertiliser
trailing on select fairways heading
into winter to keep decent colour
through winter months - both of
which have been successful so

far. They have also used Megaflo
for fairway drainage on select
fairways that has worked very well.

4.30pm Meeting end

5.00pm Refreshments and dinner

Following the meeting, attendees
returned to the Clubhouse

for refreshments and the final

night dinner. Prior to the dinner
proceedings, Adam Lamb presented
Chris Burgess with a thank you

gift in recognition of his generous
hospitality as host Superintendent
of this year's Country meeting.




TECH
REPORT

Michael Bradbery

Technical Lead, ANZ Syngenta
Professional Solutions

Most Victorian golf course Superintendents are asked
to do more with less. Whether the driver is economic
or environmental, Superintendents are looking for
significant gains in productivity, including improved
efficiency of products and maintenance activities. But
small percentage gains across golf course operations
can be the difference between success and failure or
considerable savings in products or labour. With many
activities having ongoing implications throughout the
growing season, correct timing starts in spring.

Since working with Syngenta, I have frequently
presented on the importance of monitoring soil
temperatures and not ‘time of year’ for preventative
applications. Products such as VELISTA® Turf
fungicide, an excellent control for Fairy Ring, should
be applied when soil temperature reaches the 13-
16°C range. Syngenta also found during in vitro
studies on some common ERI pathogens that activity
started at temperatures between 12-18°C. For those
managing nematodes, research indicates sting
nematode numbers increase in the range of 12-16°C soil
temperature. This is when juveniles hatch in spring.

Table 1. Some Typical Pests/Soil Temperature Ranges

Pest/Weed/ Soil Temperature

Insect Trigger Application
African Black ACELEPRYN® 6 month
15-18°C control/MERIDIAN®
Beetle Larvae
3 months control
Fairy Ring 13-16°C VELISTA® Fungicide
N o BANNER® MAXX
BRI 12-16°C HEADWAY® MAXX
Sting 12-16°C TREFINTI® Nematicide
Nematodes
Summer Grass BARRICADE® or
DLj il 12-15°C PENNMAG®
9 Pre-emergent Herbicide
Crowsfoot BARRICADE® or
. 16-18°C PENNMAG®
Eleusine

Pre-emergent Herbicide

* Included BF1, Take All Root Rot, Summer Decline, Deniliquin Patch
and Magnaporthiopsis dharug

Monitoring soil temperature is vital for spring programs
as annual variation in weather seasons and climate
change make time of year applications unreliable. Soil
temperature in spring 2023 in Windsor, Syndey was

a month earlier than 2022. Early emergence of weeds
and insects and control program failure occurred as

a result for some of those that relied on time of year
applications.

GreenCast® Connect App

Monitoring soil temperature and many other
parameters relevant to turf can be done via the
Syngenta GreenCast® Connect app. It includes
parameters not typical for a weather app including soil
temperature, evaporation, leaf wetness, dew point, net
water gain/loss, growth potential, etc. These and many
other features are available on the basic free version.

Disease Forecast

Another feature of the GreenCast® Connect app is
the use of the following six parameters to predict
disease risk for a range of pathogens. It uses ambient
temperature, sunlight hours, precipitation, relative
humidity, soil temperature and leaf wetness to give a
risk rating. If these pathogens are a concern for your
location, monitoring these risk warnings should assist
when deciding to apply protective treatments.

Incorporating Soil Sensors

For those looking to refine treatment and maintenance
practices further, on-site soil sensors are the next step.
Using sensors to identify the variances across the site
and having real-time data to correlate with external
weather information and on-site observations give
much greater control.

The use of sensors to identify the soil temperature, soil
moisture and salinity from green to green or sunlight to
shaded areas can greatly assist decisions of inputs of
water or pesticide treatments.

SPIIO® soil sensors can be placed at the desired root
zone depth, are wireless and have a battery life of

3-5 years. A simple connection to the local mobile
network transfers readings to the cloud service which
can be accessed anywhere on your phone or through
the web-based portal. Have you ever sat at home on a
hot summer night and wondered if the irrigation cycle
went off successfully? With a SPIIO® in ground you can
check the moisture readings on your sensors to confirm.
This real-time data can be shared to all staff members
or relevant parties to monitor irrigation function, hand
watering requirements, rainfall impacts, etc.



Labour Efficiencies

Having spent many hours myself and with staff
members probing greens for soil moisture, I can see
the benefit of having constant data on soil moisture
percentage with SPIIO® Sensors and GreenCast®
Connect. Building the correlation of data readings
taken by staff with those from in-ground sensors can
enable better direction of probing and hand-watering
labour as well as earlier alerts if conditions change.

Saving Water

Using sensors across the golf course can give you
detail on how much soil moisture resulted from rainfall
and how uniform across the site. Observing the actual
change in soil moisture content is far more useful than
rain gauge or BOM records.

This data can help answer questions like -

Which sensors across the course received the
rainfall? Did the soil reach field capacity? How

many millimetres of rain does it take to reach fleld
capacity? Is the set minutes of irrigation reaching
the desired soil moisture content? Am I overwatering
or underwatering in a particular area? How much is
shade impacting soil moisture content?

Moisture content can be monitored by each sensor or
grouped for averages.

Poor Water Quality

For those using irrigation water that contains salts or
can increase in salinity during dry periods, monitoring
soil salinity in real time can be a great tool. With the
use of the SPIIO® soil sensor you can set a warning
level for salinity for when you need to act, which may
require a flushing irrigation cycle or transfer to another
water source for greens use.

Set Your Own Warning Parameters

Within the web-based tools you can set the warnings
for the levels you require. Whether moisture content,
temperature or salinity, you set the various levels you
desire to show up. i.e. Very wet, wet, optimal, dry, very
dry. These then show in a colour range which is easy
to identify.

Light/Shade Data

The SPIIO® sensors being portable can be moved to
sites where closer monitoring is required, whether
new greens, turf areas or sites where growth issues
exist. They can also be used to build data on light
levels. If shade is impacting areas of the site and you
need to prepare information for management you can
compare readings from a sensor placed in the shade
and one in a comparable area of full sun.

Growing Degree Days (GDD) & Growth
Potential (GP)

These parameters are increasingly being used to
monitor not only turf growth/PGR applications

but for weed treatment and seedhead suppression
applications. While Growth Potential for both cool
and warm season turf are included in the GreenCast®

Connect app basic version, the GDD tracking for
multiple areas with warnings for re-application comes
with the Advanced and Pro level.

SPIIO®/GreenCasit® Subscription

The sensors come under an annual subscription plan
based on small to large volumes. With the sensors
subscription the Pro version of GreenCast® Connect is
included.

Summary

Managing sports turf surfaces is becoming increasingly
challenging. Using resources effectively and efficiently is
paramount whether it be fertilisers, pesticides, water or
labour. Technology that can assist with making improved
decisions and achieving better outcomes or resources
efficiencies can easily pay its way. I highly recommend
all readers download the free version of the GreenCast®
Connect app and consider the use of soil sensors such as
SPIIO® to find efficiencies across their courses.

For more information visit syngentaturf.com.au or
contact your local Syngenta Territory Sales Manager

Refer to product label for full application and
safety directions. Syngenta Australia Pty Ltd, Level 1,
2 Lyonpark Road, Macquarie Park NSW 2113. ABN 33
002 933 717. ®Registered trademark of Syngenta Group
Company. ™MTrademark of a Syngenta Group Company.
All products written in uppercase are registered
trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. © 2025
Syngenta. ED 25-280
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Find out more at
syngentaturf.com.au

Refer to product label for full application and safety directions.
Syngenta Australia Pty Ltd, Level 1, 2 Lyonpark Road, Macquarie Park
NSW 2113. ABN 33 002 933 717. ®Registered trademark of Syngenta
Group Company. ™Trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.

© 2025 Syngenta. AD 25-267.




MEMBERSHIP
REPORT

Mary Napier
Chief Executive Officer

With July marking the start of our
annual membership period, the
influx of new members have been
a familiar pattern for this time of
year. A big welcome to new faces,
fresh to the industry, and those who
are joining the Association for the
first time. The steady progression
of our Association remains evident
through the continued interest and
support of VGCSA membership.

While most annual memberships
have now been processed, there are
still a small number of payments
overdue after regular reminders

via our accounts system. Please
make sure to email ceo@vgcsa.
com.au if any circumstances have
changed, including contact details,

g
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staff names, resignation or new
employment. Late payments for
VGCSA annual membership will
be extended to 30 September,
after which time, membership is
cancelled if we do not hear from
you.

It was a tremendous turnout at

the Country meeting, proving yet
again to be one of our most popular
annual events in the VGCSA
calendar. 133 attendees made

their way to the Murray region for
the two-day program of golf, trade
and educational sessions and, of
course, networking and catching up
with colleagues. The hospitality of
Superintendent Chris Burgess and
all the staff at Yarrawonga Mulwala
Golf Club Resort was exceptional.

By the time members receive this
issue, no doubt the September
Education meeting at Riversdale
Golf Club will have taken place.
Hopefully many members had the
chance to attend our final event
of the year. Check out the News &
Snippets to see our super VGCSA
host clubs on board for next year.

Iy

The 2026 program calendar will be
launched in the Summer/December
ON COURSE issue and enews.

Superintendents
Ryan Hammond - Drouin Golf &
Country Club

Benjamin Lees - Rowville Lakes Golf
Club

Thomas Rickard - Kyneton Golf
Club

Assistant Superintendents / 3IC
Riley Kaye - Ballarat Golf Club

Bradley Moon - Bay Views Golf
Course

Robert Burke - Commonwealth Golf
Club

Alistair Shannon - Flinders Golf Club

Ashley Thomsen - Frankston Golf
Club

Clint Taylor - Portsea Golf Club

Jack Horvat - Rowville Lakes Golf
Club

Emma Lewis - Settlers Run Golf &
Country Club

Jeff Gillies - The Grange Golf Club
Joel Manson - The Sands Golf Club
Beau Jones - Warragul Golf Club

The Toro TransPro 648 ‘allows for the secure and efficient transport of the Toro:ProCore 648s.and.648 models around your
property. Unique design elements allow for quick loading and unloading and easy securing and release of the aerator. The front
latch secures both ProCore models to the trailer with no need for additional securing straps. Raised rigid edges keep the front
wheel aligned and the rear wheels in the intended position. Large flotation tyres minimise ground pressure and absorb small
bumps for a smooth ride.

For more information call 1800 356 372 or contact your Toro Area Sales Manager

toro.com.au

Y
Follow @ToroAustralia on: f @ in




B

e

e

i

Jack Horvat

Apprentices
Jock Faulks - Belvoir Park Golf Club

Hamish Joseph McDine - East
Geelong Golf Club
Kyle Craig - Ranfurlie Golf Club

Flynn Johnson - Royal Melbourne
Golf Club

Ronan Keating - Royal Melbourne
Golf Club
Trade members

Brad Gibson - Brandt Pty Ltd
Max Otten - Brandt Pty Ltd

Brad Gibson

Patrick Skicko

Benjamin Lees

Mitch Tyas

Peter Gaul - Brown Brothers Engineers

Ben Chambers - Bunker Drain
Glenn Walker — Burdetts

Mark Burchell - Droneland Australia
Grant Greenway - ETP Turf Pty Ltd
Marnie King - ETP Turf Pty Ltd
Mitch Tyas - ETP Turf Pty Ltd
Jason Foulis - HG Turf Group

Patrick Skicko - Husgvarna Australia Pty Ltd
Dylan Knight - Marnick Turf Machinery
Adrian Box - Trimax Mowing Systems Australia Ltd

Glenn Walker

Hilton Ford - Trimax Mowing Systems Australia Ltd

Ben Chambers

News & Snippets

VGCSA 2026 Sponsor and
advertising packages out now!

Recently, we launched our 2026
Sponsor and advertising packages
all VGCSA Trade members. It's
going to be a mammoth program

of activities and events next year
and we are very excited to have the
following host golf clubs on board
for the VGCSA general meetings

— Metropolitan, Thirteenth Beach,
Keysborough and Huntingdale.

With events sponsorship now
closed, opportunities are still open
to reserve annual discounted
advertising in the ON COURSE
magazine plus a range of print and
digital media on offer. Members
are advised to submit bookings
asap. Visit vgcsa.com.au/sponsor-
packages for information and
booking forms.

VGCSA & NSWGCSA Inaugural
Country Conference in 2026

In a spirit of cross-border
collaboration, the VGCSA and
NSWGCSA are excited to present
our inaugural Country Conference

- a joint event to be held at Corowa
Golf Club from 3 to 5 August 2026.
VGCSA and NSWGSA members will
receive further conference updates,
with guest speaker and program
announcements in the coming
months. This major event marks
the first time in our associations’
history where we've partnered to
deliver a high calibre program of
international and national guest
experts. We hope you'll be able to
join us.

On Monday 1 September 2025,
all association trade members
will have received a special

Grant Greenway

I\;on Otten

notice, outlining the 2026 Country
Conference sponsorship packages
available, with an invitation to
submit their expression of interest
by 12 September. For further
information, please contact
NSWGCSA Marketing Consultant
Mandy Henry at marketing@
nswgcsa.com.au.

VGCSA Spring Office Hours

This spring, I will be taking a

few weeks holiday leave to head
overseas from mid-September to
late October. The VGCSA office will
be operating for limited hours only
over this period with Heather Hoare
taking the reins to monitor emails
one day per week and respond to
your queries. Please give Heather a
warm welcome while I'm away. All
enquiries to ceo@vgcsa.com.au.

Mary Napier
Chief Executive Officer




ASTMA
REPORT

June saw Sydney Showgrounds
host the 2025 Sports Turf
Management Conference, the first
time in over 20 years that the event
has returned to Sydney. With over
1,400 people through the doors
over the week, and a sold-out
Trade Exhibition, it was a great
opportunity for turf managers

from all parts of the industry and
Australia to gather, learn, connect
and network. This year also saw an
increased number of delegates from
overseas, with attendees from 18
countries throughout the Asia Pacific
region attend the event, along with
a large number of new exhibitors
taking part for the first time.

This year's program featured
heavily on agronomic education,
with international experts Jim
Kearns PhD, Chase Straw PhD and
Alan Fitzgerald leading a series of
focused agronomy workshops and
technical presentations supported
by local turf managers and
researchers, providing attendees
with an event tailored to in-demand
aspects of turf management.

Monday evening of the conference
saw the crowning of this year's
winners at the National Turf
Industry Awards dinner, with
some outstanding individual and
team contributions recognised.

In a very strongly contested year
of nominations, the winners
announced were:

e 2025 Sports Turf Management
Team of the Year Award -
The National Golf Club Turf
Management Team (VIC)

e 2025 Excellence in Golf Course
Management Award - Tim
Warren, Glenelg Golf Club (SA)

e 2025 Claude Crockford
Sustainability & Environmental

Award - Mick McCombe, Maleny
Golf Club (QLD) and Rob Biddle,
Avondale Golf Club (NSW)

e 2025 Excellence in Sportsfields
& Grounds Management Award -
Peter Foreman, Adelaide Oval (SA)

e 2025 Golf Course Graduate of the
Year Award - Oliver Davis, Royal
Adelaide Golf Club (SA)

e 2025 Sportsfields & Grounds
Graduate of the Year Award - Jon
Marrett, People First Stadium
(QLD)

With the event returning to
Melbourne in 2026 at the Melbourne
Convention & Exhibition centre,
work is already underway for
developing the program and
activities, which will be held in
conjunction with Golf Management
Australia (GMA) once again.

Another milestone has also been
achieved by the Association

in relation to the RTO training
operations, with over 100

students now enrolled across

all qualifications - a significant
achievement in a timeframe of only
two years of operation. Further,
July has also seen the Association
receive approval to add the
Certificate 1II to its scope of national
qualifications offered. This is a
notable step in the future plans to
support the industry, as it sets up
the potential for clubs and facilities
to offer a pre-apprenticeship
program VET in school and school-
based apprenticeships to Years

10 and above students looking to
engage in sports turf management
as a career. Over the coming
months, the Association will be
working through development of
the Certificate II pre-apprenticeship
program for schools and will

be engaging each of the State
Associations to deliver information
and support for rolling out the
Certificate II program to clubs and
facilities that may have local schools
and students looking to undertake a
Vocational Education and Training
(VET) program.

At the State Presidents meeting
held recently in May, the topic of
industry promotion and attracting
new talent into the industry was

heavily discussed. An initiative

of the State Presidents meeting
was the possibility and return

for attending careers expos to
increase awareness. The ASTMA
recently attended the Melbourne
Careers Expo held at the Melbourne
Convention Centre, in conjunction
with a group of ‘green industry
bodies’ to promote sports turf
management as a career option

for students and those seeking a
career change. The Careers Expo
promotes career opportunities
from employment to education and
training in trades, and several states
indicated an interest in looking
into participating in these types of
careers day events to assess the
viability and outcomes as a way

to introduce turf management to
students and careers advisors. Also
discussed in May was the need

to develop industry promotional
materials that state committees can
use when attending these events,
which the ASTMA developed and
used to promote the VGCSA at

the event. As an outcome of the
State Presidents meeting, we will
be in touch with State Association
committees over the coming weeks
to work through feedback on the
event and industry materials
developed for states to use.

The next program of work for the
Association to deliver, is the ever-
popular Future Turf Managers
Initiative (FTMI). Applications

for the 2025/2026 Future Turf
Managers Initiative are now open,
closing in early September. This
is an outstanding learning and
development opportunity for the
emerging leadership talent right
across the turf industry, and I would
encourage all VGCSA members to
find out more about the program,
and support the emerging leaders
in your team who may be looking
to take the next step in their
career, looking for learning and
development opportunities and
are interested in applying for the
FTMI. Application details and more
information about the Future Turf
Managers Initiative is available on
the Associations’ website at www.
astma.com.au.



VGCSA
WETTING AGENT
TRIALS

Michael Robinson
STRI Australia

Introduction

Maintaining high-quality

putting surfaces throughout

the summer months presents

a significant challenge for golf
course Superintendents. This is
especially true under the combined
pressures of hot, dry weather and
high player traffic, both of which
place considerable stress on the
turf. Effective water management
becomes critical during these
periods, particularly with sand-
based rootzones and organic thatch
layers that are highly prone to
developing soil water repellency.

Turf wetting agents have become
an essential tool in addressing
these challenges. Applied as part

of a regular maintenance program,
wetting agents work by modifying
the soil’s surface tension, allowing
water to infiltrate more evenly and
penetrate deeper into the profile. By
improving how water interacts with
the soil, wetting agents provide a
range of agronomic and playability
benefits.

¢ Improved soil wettability: One
of the primary benefits of wetting
agents is their ability to reduce
water repellency in the upper soil
profile, particularly in the thatch
and soil-thatch interface layers.
This allows irrigation and rainfall
to infiltrate the surface more

Site 1 Yafra Yarra

Typical dry patch and
moisture stress

effectively, rather than running off
or pooling unevenly.

Enhanced moisture
distribution: Wetting agents
help distribute water more
uniformly through the root zone,
promoting consistent turf growth.
This is particularly important for
putting greens, where irregular
moisture patterns can lead to
inconsistent playing surfaces and
stress-prone turf.

Prevention and control of Dry
patch: Dry patch, caused by
localised areas of hydrophobic
soil, can severely affect putting
surface performance. Wetting
agents reduce the occurrence
of Dry patch by allowing water
to reach previously inaccessible
areas of the root zone.

Increased irrigation efficiency:
By promoting better water
infiltration and retention, wetting
agents help maximise the value
of irrigation. This can result in
reduced water use, improved
drought tolerance, and more
targeted moisture management
during hot or dry periods.

 Healthier, more resilient turf:

With more reliable access to
moisture, turfgrasses are better

able to withstand heat, drought
and other environmental stresses.
This results in stronger, more
consistent turf with improved
colour, density and recovery.

* Consistent playing conditions:
Uniform moisture and growth
lead to firmer, smoother and more
predictable playing surfaces
- key attributes for putting
performance. Regular wetting
agent use contributes to more
consistent ball roll and better
playability.

Overview of Trials

The VGCSA generously funded
demonstration trials at three
Melbourne-based golf courses

to evaluate the effectiveness

of wetting agents in improving

soil wettability and overall turf
performance. Trials were conducted

continued overleaf

Site 2 Cranbourne Golf Club
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Site 3 Waterford Valley Golf Course

at Cranbourne Golf Club, Waterford
Valley Golf Course and Yarra Yarra
Golf Club.

The trials were conducted over a
five-month period, from late October
2024 to mid-March 2025.

Each host club was responsible for
applying the treatments under a
standardised protocol:

¢ Seven commercially available
wetting agents (and an Untreated
Control).

* Four applications spaced at
monthly intervals.

* All treatments watered in
immediately after application
with 3-bmm of irrigation.

* Wetting agents applied at label
rates, with a higher rate used for
the initial application.

The following parameters were
assessed:

* NDVI (Normalised Difference
Vegetation Index) to provide
an indication of plant health /
vigour.

* Soil moisture content which has a
significant impact on the playing
qualities of putting greens and
the health of the turf.

* Firmness (surface hardness)
which influences the behaviour
of the ball as it is chipped or
bounces on to a green following
an approach shot.

e Turf quality (incorporating colour,
density and uniformity).

* Dry patch / moisture stress
incidence / severity.

* Soil water repellency /
hydrophobicity assessed using
the Water Droplet Penetration
Time test on air-dried cores
(thatch, soil-thatch interface, soil
at 2, 4 and 6cm depth).

* These demonstration trials were
designed for practical, on-course

evaluation rather
than as scientific
replicated

trials. As such,
individual
wetting agents
are not identified
by trade name.
Instead, results
have been
aggregated
across all
wetting agent
treatments and compared
directly to the Untreated Control
to provide a general assessment
of overall performance trends.

Summary of Results

The full trial report is available from
the VGCSA, with a summary of the
key findings presented below.

e Turf performance: Across all
three trial sites, no differences
in turf health, visual quality, soil
moisture, or surface firmness
were observed between the
wetting agent treatments and
the Untreated Control during the
trial.

* Moisture stress and Dry patch:
The Untreated Control exhibited
a higher incidence of Dry patch /
moisture stress than the wetting
agent treatments at Waterford
Valley Golf Course and at Yarra
Yarra Golf Club. The trial at
Cranbourne Golf Club showed
no signs of moisture stress at any
assessment.

* Soil water repellency: Initial
assessments showed strong
water repellency in the thatch
and soil-thatch interface at
Cranbourne and Yarra Yarra
Golf Clubs, and throughout the
top 6¢cm at Waterford Valley
Golf Course, which had not
had a recent wetting agent
application. By January, the
wetting agent treatments had
reduced repellency at the thatch
and soil-thatch interface across
all sites. However by March (six
weeks after the final application),
this effect had diminished,
indicating a decline in their
efficacy. No differences were
observed between the wetting
agent treatments and Untreated
Control at the 2cm, 4cm, or 6cm
depths.

Key Findings

Several important findings emerged
from these demonstration trials and
are outlined below.

¢ Routine application of wetting
agents throughout spring and
summer effectively reduced
water repellency in the thatch
and at the soil-thatch interface.
These layers are commonly
the most hydrophobic in sand-
based rootzones and are often
associated with inconsistent
moisture retention.

¢ Regular use of wetting agents
reduced the severity of Dry
patch and moisture stress.
This reinforces the role of
wetting agents as an effective
preventative measure during
high-risk periods.

¢ To sustain effectiveness, monthly
wetting agent applications
may need to continue well
into the autumn period. When
regular monthly applications
ceased, a noticeable decline in
effectiveness was observed,
highlighting the importance of
consistency in application timing
and frequency.

¢ Observations suggest year-round
use of wetting agents may deliver
cumulative benefits. Regular
application programs may
help maintain soil wettability
deeper in the profile potentially
improving rootzone hydration and
turf resilience.

These trials highlight the practical
value of wetting agents as part
of a proactive turf management
strategy, particularly during
periods of environmental stress.
While short-term benefits were
clearly observed, the results also
suggest that ongoing, well-timed
applications may contribute

to long-term improvements in
soil wettability and overall turf
resilience.




SCOTLAND TURF
MANAGEMENT
STUDY TOUR

Bobby Wallace
Assistant Superintendent
The Barwon Heads Golf Club

Last Victorian winter, I embarked
on a three-week professional
development trip to Scotland,
focused on turf management across
some of the world’'s most iconic
links golf courses. The trip was
made possible through valuable
contacts from within the industry,
whose support provided unique
access to leading facilities and
experienced professionals. Over
the course of the journey, I visited
renowned clubs, connected with
seasoned course managers and
volunteered at the 2024 Genesis
Scottish Open. The experience
offered practical, first-hand insights
into both traditional and modern
practices shaping the management
of Scottish links. The aim was to
gain hands-on experience, compare
turf strategies with those used in
Australia, and explore sustainable
approaches tailored to the unique
challenges of links environments.
A key focus was observing how
these clubs utilise data collection

- such as moisture, firmness and
nutrient levels - to guide decision-
making, while also gaining
valuable tournament experience
and learning from professionals in
leadership roles.

Although not originally on my
itinerary, I added a visit to Nairn
Golf Club after discovering it
was just 15 minutes away. A
championship venue that has
hosted the Walker Cup and Open
qualifiers, Nairn features firm

bentgrass greens with minimal Poa,
flat terrain and tight fairways along

the Moray Firth. I was welcomed
to join long-time members for a
few holes, including witnessing a
memorable shot played from the
beach. Nairn also offers a par 29
short course, an excellent setup
for junior players and short game
development.

Travelling further north, I arrived
at Brora Golf Club, a James Braid
original from 1891 that remains

largely unchanged. The Club takes
immense pride in preserving its
heritage, with the only major
alteration being the conversion

of the 11™ hole into a par 5. Blind
tee shots and subtly undulating
approaches are common, while

the greens feature significant
movement. A unique feature is the
grazing sheep and cattle, which
roam freely under crofter rights,
with green complexes protected by
electric fencing. Course Manager
James McBeth and Deputy Alex
McDonald emphasised consistency
in surface quality over aesthetics - a
philosophy echoed across many of
the courses I visited.

At Royal Dornoch, one of the world's
highest-ranked courses, I was met
with a truly world-class experience.
Originally designed by Old Tom
Morris and refined by Donald Ross
and George Duncan, the layout

continued overleaf




features elevated tees and greens
with breathtaking views of the
Dornoch Firth. After a guided tour
with long-serving Course Manager
Fion Riddle, I was invited to play
with members. The course was
firm from tee to green, with deep
bunkers and unforgettable par 3s.
The blend of design and natural
beauty created an exceptional links
experience.

Next on the itinerary was Cabot
Highlands - formerly Castle Stuart

- a striking contrast to traditional
links layouts. Designed by Gill
Hanse and Mark Parsinen, the
course hugs the shoreline of

the Moray Firth and features
immaculate fescue dominated
surfaces with Poa annua as the
primary encroaching species. The
use of old sleepers for signage, walls
and tee surrounds added character
to the setting. Course Manager
James Hutchison also gave me a
tour of the Old Petty course under
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construction, designed by Tom
Doak. The new layout, built entirely
on reshaped farmland without
imported sand, will feature wall-to-
wall fescue. A Toro Lynx irrigation
system controls more than 1,000
individual sprinkler heads and

the construction layering includes
400mm of loam mix topped by
300mm of sand - no amendments
added.

Continuing to Royal Aberdeen

on the northeast coast, I toured

a course that consistently ranks
among the world's top 50. The
dramatic front nine winds through
towering dunes and is considered
one of the finest stretches of links
golf globally. Course Manager
Richard Johnstone discussed

key challenges including low pH
levels in greens, dune erosion and
integrating new staff with evolving
management strategies. Storm
damage and encroaching seas
have forced plans to reroute the

famous first hole inland to protect
playability long term.

My next stop brought me to the
heart of Scottish golf - St Andrews.
Staying just 100 metres from the
first tee of the Old course gave me

a front row seat to the buzz of this
iconic golfing destination. Head
Greenkeeper Jon Wood invited me
to join him and his 4b-strong team
for a morning setup. We spent two
hours discussing topics ranging
from turf varieties and sustainability
to team leadership and daily

course operations. I then joined
Course Manager Simon for hole-
changing duties on the back nine
before touring the New and Jubilee
courses. Both Jon and Simon were
generous with their time, and their
passion for the course and staff was
evident throughout the experience.

Volunteering at the 2024 Genesis
Scottish Open at The Renaissance
Club was a personal highlight. The
tournament continues to grow in
stature, acting as a key warm-up for
The Open. Maintenance was led by
Jamie Aitken and his deputies John
and Liam, who fostered a calm,
welcoming environment for the
team and 35 volunteers from across
Europe and New Zealand. My
primary role involved data collection
on the back nine - moisture
readings, firmness via Clegg meter,
and stimp speed measurements. I
also helped with divoting, clippings
clean-up, sprinkler trimming and
general course presentation.
Watching Jamie and his team
collaborate with PGA and DP World
Tour agronomists to deliver world-
class surfaces was a fantastic
learning opportunity. Beyond

the technical experience, the
friendships and knowledge shared
among the volunteers made the
week especially rewarding.

Taking advantage of the proximity,
a group of us visited North
Berwick, home to some of the
game’s most recognisable holes.
The course, designed by Ben
Sayers in 1830, features the world-
renowned ‘Redan’ par 3 and the
March Dyke. Course Manager Kyle
Cruickshank guided us through,
clearly demonstrating deep
knowledge of both turf science
and club history. Kyle uses daily
agronomic data to inform decisions



on topdressing frequency, nitrogen
applications and cultural practices.
His collaboration with a dedicated
turf machinery technician helps
ensure equipment setup aligns
with intended playing outcomes.

It was a great example of modern
management built on traditional
foundations.

To conclude the tour, I visited

Crail Golfing Society, Barwon
Heads Golf Club’s reciprocal
partner in Scotland. I met with
Course Manager Bob Meilke, and
we toured the newer Craighead
course - designed by Gill Hanse
and host of a Women’'s Open
qualifier. One standout feature was
the maintenance facility, a former
lobster shed full of character.
Water availability is their greatest
challenge, with no fairway irrigation
and limited storage. Bob's team
uses Rollcart travelling systems

to keep fairways alive during

dry spells. Managing 36 holes
with only 15 staff, the crew is
remarkably efficient, creative and
proactive. That afternoon, I played
the historic Balcomie course with
Craig Jackman, who had previously

Supplying
all your
golf course
sand and
soil needs

worked at Barwon Heads. With
sweeping views of the North Sea on
every hole, and warm reflections of
Craig’s time in Australia, it was the
perfect way to end my trip.

Reflecting on this journey, it
provided exceptional insight into
the diverse approaches to turf
management across Scotland's
golf courses. A consistent theme
was the prioritisation of surface
performance over aesthetics, with
course teams unafraid to innovate
and adapt. There was a strong
emphasis on data-driven decision
making, resource efficiency, and

a deep respect for tradition and
history. Creative use of local
material, along with efficient

staffing strategies and adaptable
irrigation techniques, demonstrated
what can be achieved with the right
mindset and commitment.

The process of planning the
itinerary, contacting some of the
most respected turf managers, and
developing a proposal took me out
of my comfort zone and served

as a valuable reminder that this
industry is highly accommodating
and encourages collaboration. The
trip not only expanded my technical
and leadership knowledge, but

also reinforced the pride, passion
and professionalism required to
deliver world-class playing surfaces
- qualities the team continues to
strive for at The Barwon Heads Golf
Club.

PICK UP & DELIVERY

BACK TO AS-NEW SPECS

QUALITY SECONDHAND MACHINERY
SALES

SPARE PARTS SALES
NEW AND SECONDHAND

ON SITE SERVICING

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE
SERVICING WEEKLY, FORTNIGHTLY

FREE QUOTES

Contact Dave Byrne for
bookings or a quote on
0418 395 431 or
dave@bsfgolf.com

Plus landscape
supplies,
drainage material
and mini mix

BUNKER SAND

TOP DRESSING SAND
KILN DRIED SAND
TURF SANDS

BREAKDOWN SERVICE
MACHINERY MANAGEMENT CONTRACTS

21 Star Crescent
Hallam, 3803

BSFGOLF.COM

concrete.

GOLF COURSE MANAGEMENT
CONTRACTS

Contact Tim Elligate: 0411 882 475

www.fransktonsand.com.au




Oakmont

US Open 2025

Craig Anthony
Course Superintendent
Spring Valley Golf Club

Course History

Course architect the late Henry C.
Fownes, the founder and designer
of Oakmont Country Club, famously
said, “A shot poorly played should be
a shot irrevocably lost.”

Founded in 1903 and officially
opened in 1904, Oakmont was
soon considered among the

most challenging courses in the
US. Fownes was said to monitor
competitions on the only course
he ever designed. When a player
went unpunished for what Fownes
considered a poor shot, he often
declared that a bunker would be
added immediately to ensure it
wouldn't happen again. At one
point, Oakmont had more than 330
bunkers. It now has 175.

Following the 1953 US Open, the
landscape underwent significant
changes when around 5,000 trees
were planted to ‘beautify’ the
property. However, excessive tree
growth and resulting turf issues
prompted their eventual removal.
Beginning at the turn of the 21
century, nearly 10,000 trees were
removed, restoring Oakmont closer

to Henry Fownes' original vision.
The Club was of the view that once
the trees had matured, it changed

the original intent of how the course

was to be played, in particular, the
influence of wind.

Gill Hanse Restoration 2023

Hanse - “It was very different than
any other restoration plan that we've
done because the Fownes family
(specifically Henry and his son
William) was so prevalent in the
founding and creation of Oakmont
(in 1904). But they also were the
architects and were actively involved
in altering the golf course for over 40
years.”

Hanse, armed with the confidence
of research and the knowledge

that it has evolved more than any
other championship golf course,
felt comfortable making some
significant changes, all of which are
historically based.

The size of the greens had eroded
over time due to mowing lines and
the accumulation of sand from the
bunkers. The greens were almost
all bowled up during the 2016 US
Open, so they were retaining shots.
Shots were staying on greens,

and if you look at the old, original
photographs and videos, those
balls were rolling into bunkers. By

_ =2

eliminating flare-ups on the edge,
they expanded the area where

hole locations could be placed, and
they have also made the bunkers
more in play. The restoration
included expanding the greens by
approximately 2,200 m?, and three
hectares of bunker renovations were
undertaken, along with expanding
the fairways by eight hectares.
Length was added to the course by
extending the tees or building new
tournament tees, which increased
the course distance by an additional
210 metres.

The project was completed in
sections, with the front nine closing
in March 2023, and all restoration
work was completed by the end of
October.



Tournament Mission
Statement

At Oakmont, ‘The Standard is
the Standard’. We take pride in
our commitment to excellence,
accountability and delivering
the best possible conditions for
championship play.

Volunteers

Two hundred volunteers from 17
countries and 119 golf courses
worldwide volunteered their time

to assist Oakmont with their
tournament preparations. The
250-strong course team for the week
was diverse and the opportunity

to work alongside passionate turf
management professionals was too
good an opportunity to pass up.

The week began with an orientation
session for all staff on Sunday
afternoon before the event. Included
in this were the Oakmont Chairman
of Greens, Club President, Club
Professional, Course Architect Gill
Hanse and USGA representatives,
all giving talks on the history of the
Club, restoration project and the US
Open.

Long hours were required from

all the staff although, when it was
time to rest, amenities such as a
golf simulator, pool table, table
tennis and massage chairs kept
everyone rested and entertained. A
designated sleeping area was set up

(named ‘the squirrels nest’) which
allowed everyone to catch up on
some much needed sleep. Another
downtime feature was learning and
personal development sessions run
by Bernhard Academy and GCM.
Oakmont, along with the USGA,
provided accommodation for the
week at two separate hotels, as well
as transportation to and from the
venue.

Australian Volunteers

Australia was well represented at
the event with five of us making

the trip over. For Shane, Marlon

and myself, it was a reunion after
working the 2016 US Open at
Oakmont together. For Shane, it was
his third US Open at Oakmont.

Craig Anthony (Superintendent,
Spring Valley Golf Club, Victoria)
Tees mowing

Craig Walker (Superintendent,
Devonport Country Club, Tasmania)
Rough preparation

Shane Baker (Superintendent,
Mosman Park Golf Club, Western
Australia) Fairway mowing

Marlon Johnston (Assistant
Superintendent, The Australian Golf
Club, New South Wales) Approaches
mowing.

Solly Marshall (Course Foreman,
Kingston Heath Golf Club, Victoria)
Bunker preparation

Weather

Leading up to the tournament, the
Pittsburgh area experienced one of
its wettest springs on record, which
significantly impacted the course
team’s preparation for the event.

continued overleaf




Unlike in 2016, the fescue native
grasses didn't achieve the desired
browned, wispy contrast look. The
idea of hand mowing the rough was
introduced in the months leading
up to the event to manage the
rough height and limit the potential
for wheel ruts in the rough, due

to the wet conditions. The course
was starting to firm up during
Friday’s play before a late afternoon
thunderstorm rolled in, dropping
40mm of rain in a relatively short
amount of time. Mid-round play on
Sunday was suspended for around
two hours due to around 20mm

of rain falling. Plenty of staff were
required to remove surface water
from the playing surfaces, with the
USGA eager to finish the tournament
on Sunday before dark.

Oakmont Staff Structure

The Oakmont management team
was led by Course Superintendent
Mike McCormick, Director of
Agronomy Max Classen, and two
Assistant Superintendents. The
Oakmont team consisted of just
under b0 staff members, comprising
of around 30 full-time staff and

the rest as interns or seasonal
employees. For the tournament, each
area of the course was divided into
sections and tasks, with ‘Captains’
assigned to each location to manage.
The Captains comprised of previous
Oakmont Assistant Superintendents
and Superintendents of other clubs.
They were in charge of organisation,
quality control and ensuring the best
possible results were achieved.

Take Aways

¢ As expected, the quality of turf
and level of manicuring were
extremely high.

¢ The Club invests heavily in its
facilities. Fifteen million US
dollars was recently spent on
upgrading their driving range,
short game and teaching facility.
The teaching facility is now the
size of some clubhouses.

¢ The week reinforced how critical
the weather is to producing the
desired tournament conditions.
During both of my visits to
Oakmont, unfortunately, the rain
has significantly impacted the
surface firmness.

* The number of staff and the fleet
of equipment made preparation
quite easy. They could have
easily presented similar playing
conditions with 100 fewer staff,
however, I appreciate that they

wanted to give as many people
as possible the opportunity to
participate in the tournament.

The singing of ‘The Bonnie

Banks of Loch Lomond’ is an
annual tradition for the Oakmont
members. Incorporating this song
as part of the tournament week,
with all the staff singing, was

an experience [ didn't expect.
Although it was initially met with
resistance, it was fully embraced
by the majority of the staff and
volunteers by the end of the week.

I've been fortunate enough
to work many professional
tournaments throughout my
career to date, although I never
expected that I would be hand-
mowing rough at one of them.
The rough mowing video, which
I'm sure most people have seen,
became a viral sensation when
the USGA announced to the staff
that it had become the most
watched US Open

g
« o News.com.ou

Lawnmowers at ‘'unplayable’ US
Open golf course go viral

video on X to date, with
over 4.5 million views.
Although I understand
the concept of what
Oakmont management
was trying to achieve
with hand mowing the
rough, I do question
whether a task like that
does the industry any
favours to the broader
public in an era where
the USGA and R&A

are encouraging the
industry to be more
sustainable.




Par 70 (6,741 metres)

Greens:
Grass type - Perennial Poa annua
Height of cut - 2.17mm

Frequency of cut - Double cut in
the morning, triple cut in the
evening using 20-30 year old PGM
Jacobsen hand mowers.

Rolled - 6-9 times per day,
dependent on the individual
speed of the green. Greens were
rolled using Salsco rollers.

Speed - The average is 15-16 feet per
day, while a normal member plays
consistently averages around 14
feet.

Average green size - 800m?

Firmness - USGA firmness metre
used. Firmest figure for the week
was Friday afternoon, measuring
350.

Approaches:

Grass type - Perennial Poa annua,
bentgrass

Height of cut - bmm

Frequency of cut - Double cut
morning and evening using John
Deere hand mowers.

Rolled - Double rolled morning and
evening using Salsco rollers.

Tees:

Grass type - Perennial Poa annua,
bentgrass

Height of cut - 6mm

Frequency of cut - Single cut in
the mornings, double cut in the
evenings.

Fairways:

Grass type - Perennial Poa annua,
bentgrass

Height of cut - 8mm

TR e

Frequency of cut - Single cut,
morning and evening.

Rolled - Occasionally in the evening
if the weather was appropriate.

Rough:

Grass type - Kentucky bluegrass,
Rye grass, Poa annua

Height of cut - 5 inches before the
tournament commenced, 6 inches
during the tournament.

Frequency of cut - Inside the ropes
was hand mowed three times
during the seven days I was on
site.

TEES AND GREENS

Commerdal rigation Installation
and Supply

With over 30 years experience and highly regarded In the Industry, Jim Waring and
his dedicated team at Tees and Greens are passionate about providing exceptional
service for their clients. Specialising in the Commercial Turf Industry, including
Irrigation, Installation, Products and Supplies, Jim's expertise and knowledge

makes Tees and Greens a cut above the rest!
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BACKGROUND

The VGCSA bentgrass trials were
initiated so as to develop local

data on the performance of the
bentgrasses currently available

and, more importantly, some of

the newer cultivars that have
entered the Australian market. As
previously noted, the NTEP trials
are a useful guide, however, there

is no substitute for undertaking
local trials. The VGCSA trials were
established at Cranbourne Golf Club
in November 2023 and we now have
18 months of data. The last report
was in December 2024 and the
bentgrass trial has had to survive
an extended hot and dry summer
and an irrigation failure since then.

The trials consist of eleven cultivars
and we are appreciative of the

seed suppliers for providing the
seed. All maintenance is being
undertaken by the Cranbourne Golf
Club staff and typically represents
the program undertaken on the golf
course. The maintenance program
is summarised as follows:

=

Overview June 2025

i

: = High density cultivar Piper on right, compared to V8 on left '

Height of cut 3mm.

Mown approximately three times
a week depending on the time of
year.

Irrigated to prevent wilt.
Low nitrogen input.

¢ Applications of root stimulants,
organic based fertiliser, calcium
and magnesium as required.
Fungicide application to control
an outbreak of Rhizoctonia sp.

¢ Applications of moss control
products.

RESULTS

There has been 18 months of data
collected and the trends between
the cultivars has become quite

consistent. As previously noted, it
is important that turf variety trials

run for an extended period of time
so that a range of environmental
conditions can be experienced and
to observe changes in the grasses
as they mature.

The data presented below
represents the assessments
undertaken from November

2024 through until June 2025. It
should be noted that the March
2025 assessment was after the
bentgrasses had been subjected
to severe moisture stress due to an
irrigation failure. The bentgrasses
were without water for seven
days. The weather over the

period without water had; a daily
maximum temperature of 25.1 —
35°C with five days greater than
30°C and a total of 4.2mm of rainfall.

Turfgrass quality

Turfgrass quality is a visual
assessment of the turfgrass
considering the aesthetic and
functional aspects of the turf. A
rating of 6 or above is generally
considered acceptable while a
quality rating value of 9 is reserved
for a perfect or ideal grass. The
average turfgrass quality is detailed
in table 1 and the following
summary is provided:

¢ At the November 2024
assessment there were eight
cultivars that were of high to very
high gquality and not statistically
different. It should be noted that
while the means are different,
they may not be statistically
different due to the variance
between the individual plots.



Table 1: Average Turfgrass Quality

Bentgrass cultivar  Nov-24 Dec-24 Jan-25 2/'5(:'; M2°5y' Jun-25 chgrzegrg]
Oakley 8.3 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.4
Pure Distinction 8.3 8.0 8.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.4
L 93-X 8.0 8.0 8.0 6.7 7.0 7.0 7.3
777 7.7 8.0 8.0 6.7 6.7 7.0 7.4
Macdonald 7.7 7.0 7.3 6.7 7.0 6.3 7.3
Piper 7.7 6.3 6.3 6.0 6.7 6.3 7.1
007XL 7.7 7.0 7.7 7.0 7.0 6.7 7.2
Penn A4 7.3 7.7 7.0 5.7 6.7 6.0 6.8
007 7.0 7.0 7.3 6.0 5.7 6.0 6.5
T1 6.0 6.3 4.7 3.7 3.3 5.0 51
V8 5.7 6.3 5.3 4.7 4.7 4.7 5.2
LSD (P<0.05) 1.0* 1.0 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.2

**

To determine statistical differences among entries, subtract one entry’s mean from another
entry’s mean. Statistical differences occur when this value is larger than the corresponding

LSD value (LSD 0.05).

Plots assessed following seven days without irrigation

Piper had dropped in quality due
to the presence of Rhizoctonia

disease.
The cultivars T1 and V8

continued to have the lowest

quality.

At the March 2025 assessment,
all cultivars suffered in turfgrass

quality due to moisture stress.
The better quality cultivars
throughout the trial tended to

be less affected compared to the

poorer cultivars.

Table 2: Average Turfgrass Density

¢ In June 2025, there was no
significant difference between
the top nine cultivars. T1 and V8
had a significantly poorer quality
compared to most other cultivars.

e Penn A4 is included as a long
term, well proven variety and
continues to perform well.

Turfgrass density

Turfgrass density is a visual
estimate of living plants or tillers
per unit area. A visual rating of 1 to
9 is used with 9 equalling maximum

Bentgrass cultivar Nov-24 Jan-25 gllsc:r; May-25 Jun-25 Average
Oakley 8.7 7.7 7.3 7.0 7.3 7.9
Pure Distinction 8.7 7.7 7.7 7.0 7.7 7.7
L93-X 8.3 8.0 7.3 7.0 7.3 7.5
007XL 8.3 7.7 7.7 7.0 7.3 7.6
Macdonald 8.0 7.7 7.3 7.0 7.3 7.7
Piper 8.0 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.3 7.7
Penn A4 7.7 7.7 6.3 6.7 6.7 7.0
77 7.7 8.0 7.7 6.7 7.7 7.7
007 7.7 7.7 7.0 6.3 6.3 6.9
T1 6.3 6.0 4.0 4.0 5.3 5.6
V8 6.3 6.3 5.3 4.7 5.5 5.5
LSD (P<0.05) 0.9 1.0 NS NS 1.1

*To determine statistical differences among entries, subtract one entry’s mean from another
entry’s mean. Statistical differences occur when this value is larger than the corresponding

LSD value (LSD 0.05).

** Plots assessed following seven days without irrigation

density. The results are detailed in
table 2 and summarised as follows:

¢ In November 2024 and January
2025 there was no significant
difference between all cultivars
except for T1 and V8 that had
significantly poorer turfgrass
density.

¢ At the March and May 2025
assessments, following the
period of drought stress, there
was no significant difference in
turfgrass density between all
cultivars. While the averages
indicate a difference, there was
considerable variation between
the individual plots for each
cultivar.

¢ In June 2025 the plots had
recovered from the drought
stress and there were significant
differences in turfgrass density.
Cultivars T1 and V8 had
significantly lower turfgrass
density compared to all other
cultivars except for 007.

Poa annua

The amount of Poa annua present
was rated using a modified NTEP
protocol. For this trial and ease of
reading the results we have used 1
= small amount of Poa annua (<1%
of area) and 9 = (>80% of area).
The results are detailed in table

3 with the trend from July 2024
to November 2024 being that the
highest proportion of Poa annua
was in the plots with the lowest
turfgrass density.

There was no significant difference
in the Poa annua content at the June
2025 assessment. The period of
moisture stress and the extended
hot and dry summer appears to
have reduced the Poa annua content
of all cultivars.

Moss

The amount of moss present was
rated using a modified NTEP
protocol. For this trial and ease of
reading the results we have used
1 = small amount of moss (<1% of
area) and 9 = (>80% of area) with the
results detailed in table 4. At the
May 2025 assessment there was a
significantly greater occurrence of
moss in the V8 cultivar compared
to all other cultivars except for T'1.

continued overleaf



Table 3: Average Poa annua content Table 4: Average Moss content

Bentgrass cultivar Jul-24 Aug-24 Sep-24 Nov-24  June-25 Bentgrass cultivar May-25 June-25
Oakley 0.7 0.3 1.0 0.7 0.0 Oakley 0.0 0.0
Pure Distinction 1.0 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.0 Pure Distinction 0.0 0.0
Macdonald 2.0 0.7 1.3 1.3 1.0 Macdonald 1.7 0.0
Piper 0.3 0.7 1.0 1.3 0.0 Piper 0.0 0.0
L93-X 1.3 0.3 1.7 1.7 0.0 L93-X 0.0 0.0
777 1.7 1.3 1.7 1.7 0.0 777 0.7 0.0
007XL 1.0 0.7 1.7 1.7 0.0 007XL 1.3 0.0
Penn A4 2.0 0.7 1.3 2.0 0.0 Penn A4 1.7 1.3
007 2.7 1.3 2.0 2.0 0.0 007 1.3 1.0
T1 2.3 2.0 2.7 3.7 1.7 T1 2.7 2.0
V8 4.0 3.0 3.3 4.7 2.3 V8 57 6.7
LSD (P<0.05) 1.4 14 14 1.4 NS LSD (P<0.05) 3.0 2.1

* To determine statistical differences among entries, subtract one entry’s mean
from another entry’s mean.
Statistical differences occur when this value is larger than the corresponding
LSD value (LSD 0.05).

By the June 2025 assessment, the that are capable of producing a ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

moss control treatment had some high-quality putting surface. As

effect on the moss content though with all such trials it is strongly Thanks to:

the V8 cultivar still had a significant = recommended to view the e The VGCSA for funding the trials
moss content compared to all other plots and undertake your own

¢ Nicholas Douglas (Course

cultivars. As a general observation assessment. From these trials Superintendent) and the staff at
the amount of moss was associated  select 3-4 cultivars that are likely the Cranbourne Golf Club
with low turfgrass density. to suit your circumstances and
g ¥ Y . . ¢ Advanced Seed, Barenbrug
then establish them in a nursery Australia. PGG Wrichtson Tuzf and
CONCLUSION green and observe how they ustraia, gh
. Living Turf for providing access to
respond to your maintenance

The trial has been running for the cultivars used in the trials.
18 months and the cultivars

are exhibiting their individual
characteristics. The trial to date
demonstrates that there are several  Copyright © 2025

very good bentgrass cultivars Note: No data may be reproduced without the express permission of the VGCSA and the author.

programs.
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As Superintendents prepare for the growing season,
many are increasingly challenged by the impacts

of accumulated soluble salts (salinity) - particularly
sodium. Whether from recycled effluent, bore water or
poor drainage, saline conditions are now a common
turf health issue.

Salinity doesn't just affect appearance - it damages
root systems, weakens defences and increases
susceptibility to diseases like Pythium and members of
the ERI group of pathogens. Salt-stressed turf is harder
to manage, slower to recover, and more vulnerable to
drought and compaction.

While soil amendments and improved irrigation
practices can help, growing research supports the use
of biostimulants, particularly seaweed extracts, to aid
recovery from salinity-related decline. One standout is
FoliMAX KelMAX Root Builder powered by Afrikelp,

a seaweed-based biostimulant that improves salinity
tolerance through hormonal balance, antioxidant
defence and stronger root growth.

Salinity: A Silent Stressor

Salt buildup in the rootzone causes osmotic stress,
impairing water uptake. At salinity levels above 4 dS/m
(740 mM NaCl), even salt-tolerant species show symptoms
like thinning, poor colour or reduced growth, alongside:

* Root shrinkage and tip dieback.

¢ Increased oxidative stress from reactive oxygen
species.

* Impaired nutrient uptake.

GETTO THE ROOT 0

TURF RESILIENC

¢ Declining plant vigour and recovery.
* Greater disease susceptibility.

In high-performance turf like on golf courses, even
moderate salinity can compromise turf recovery from
wear, renovations or heat stress.

Biostimulants as a Tool for Stress
Management

Seaweed biostimulants have gained attention for
their ability to help plants mitigate abiotic stress,
including salinity. A promising source is the South
African seaweed Ecklonia maxima, which contains a
rich balance of natural plant hormones and protective
compounds.

Not all seaweed extracts are created equal. Their
effectiveness depends on:

* The species of seaweed used.
¢ The method of extraction.

¢ The form and ratio of bioactive compounds,
particularly auxins and cytokinins.

This is where FoliMAX KelMAX stands out. Developed
specifically for turfgrass, it uses freshly harvested
Ecklonia maxima and is processed using a proprietary
cold-micronisation extraction method to retain a high
natural auxin content critical for root development.

It consistently delivers a biological equivalence of 11
ppm to synthetic auxin.

How FoliMAX KelMAX May Help Turfgrass
Under Salt Stress

Powered by Afrikelp® technology, the same seaweed
extract (SWE) that has shown consistent results in

continued overleaf
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Figure 1. Comparison of root hair development in maize
under 300 mM NaCl freatments, showing 3,302
root hairs in untreated plants versus 5,830 root
hairs in plants treated with Afrikelp® Seaweed
Extract (SWE).

Figure 2: Transmission electron microscopy
(TEM) images of plant cells under
saline conditions, showing a damaged
cell due to salinity stress (left) and an
intact cell primed with Afrikelp® under
the same conditions (right).

3,302 root hairs*

5,830 root hairs*

Contral + 300mk Macl
(eC 28.4 ds/m)

Atrikolp + 300k NaCl
[EC 20.4 ds/m)

Damaged Plant Cell

Afrikelp Prirned Plant Cedl

global horticulture trials (Pienaar et al, 2025), FoliMAX
KelMAX has the potential to help you. Here's how it

This results in improved cell structure and function,
which is critical for turf trying to maintain vigour under

can work:

1. Stimulating Root Growth

High auxin levels in KelMAX promote new root
initiation and increased root mass. In trials on maize

and tomato, Afrikelp-treated plants in saline conditions

developed 40-50% more root biomass than untreated
plants. For turfgrass, stronger roots mean better water

and nutrient uptake and greater resilience under traffic

and environmental stress.

2. Improving Cellular Resilience

Salinity triggers oxidative stress at the cellular level,
leading to membrane damage and cell death. Plants
treated with Afrikelp showed:

* Reduced electrolyte leakage.

¢ Lower levels of hydrogen peroxide (Hz202).

¢ Enhanced membrane integrity under saline
conditions.

Figure 3. Photosynthetic rate of maize under control
conditions (water and seaweed extract (SWE))
and saline conditions (200 mM NaCl, with and

without SWE treatment).
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3. Enhancing Photosynthesis and Growth

Chlorophyll and photosynthetic efficiency drop sharply
in salt-stressed plants. Research shows that plants
treated with Afrikelp maintained photosynthesis rates
up to 95% higher than their untreated counterparts,
even under moderate salinity.

This supports not only better top growth but also
the energy required for root expansion, recovery and
disease resistance.

4. Optimising Metabolic Pathways

Salinity forces plants to divert energy from growth
to survival. Afrikelp-treated plants under salinity
stress maintained metabolic profiles similar to non-
stressed controls, preserving the sugars, amino acids
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and stress response compounds needed for long-term
performance. This means KelMAX helps keep the plant
in a growth focused metabolic state.

Why Turfgrass is Especially Vulnerable

Constant traffic, mowing and renovation place heavy
demands on turf. When irrigated with saline water, the
risk of root diseases and physiological stress increases,
just as root development becomes more difficult. This
leads to weaker roots, reduced nutrient uptake, and
higher vulnerability to pathogens like Pythium and
ERI pathogens. When considered together, salinity

is a mainstream turf management issue that needs
proactive solutions.

FoliMAX KelMAX: A Practical Solution for Turf
Managers

To boost turf resilience, Superintendents should
consider FoliMAX KelMAX Root Builder, applied as a

foliar spray or soil drench to support root health and
stress tolerance.

Best Practice Recommendations

¢ Timing: Apply during the early growing season and
post-renovation periods.

* Frequency: Every 2-3 weeks during stress periods,
monthly for maintenance.

¢ Compatibility: Mixes well with most foliar fertilisers
and IPM inputs.

¢ Water source: Especially beneficial when irrigating
with marginal or saline water.

Other Considerations

¢ Effectiveness: Afrikelp performs best at moderate
salinity levels (up to 20 dS m 1), with benefits
continuing at higher levels when supported by
additional amendment practices.

¢ Sustainability: As a biostimulant, it reduces reliance
on synthetic inputs and supports climate-smart turf
management.

Sustainable Solutions for Saline Turf
Environmentis

As environmental pressures mount, turf managers
need solutions that work with plant physiology rather
than against it. FoliMAX KelMAX offers a sustainable,
proven approach to stress mitigation, reducing reliance
on chemical fungicides and increasing natural turf
resilience.

If salinity is becoming part of your reality, think below
the surface. By improving root development, enhancing
cellular protection, and maintaining metabolic balance,
KelMAX can do more than just help turf survive
salinity - it helps it thrive.

Contact your Nuturf rep about FoliMAX KelMAX
Root Builder.

Get out on
the Green!

Turn your hobby into a career

Learn skills in the management of recreational turf, sports
playing surfaces and facilities. Manage golf courses as a senior
green-keeper, turf consultant or even set up your own business!

CERTIFICATE Il IN
SPORTS TURF MANAGEMENT*

© code AHC31319
ﬁ Various start dates

0 Part time and
block release (3 years)

DIPLOMA OF
SPORTS TURF MANAGEMENT

© code AHC51019
ﬁ Various start dates

o Part time or
mixed delivery(2 years)
' Glen Waverley campus ' Glen Waverley campus

*This course is run in accordance with the National
Industry Competency Standards for turf.

APPLY NOW | holmesglen.edu.au | 03 9564 1888

TAFE ORIA

RTO: 0416. IHE: PRV12129. CRICOS Provider Code: 00012G.




EDUCATION
REPORTS

HOLMESGLEN
INSTITUTE

Holmesglen's sports turf
management programs continue to
provide industry-leading education,
building on our strong 2024
foundation. Glen Waverley campus
has expanded our excellent training
areas incorporating sustainable

turf research plots and upgraded
construction and drainage
demonstration areas.

2025 apprentices have advanced
skills in turf nutrition, integrated
pest management and climate-
adaptive turf selection. Major
highlights include our expanded
indigenous heathland project and
collaborative research on drought-
resistant turf varieties.

Grant, Rob, Steve and Sam all
attended the 2025 ASTMA
conference, bringing back the
latest industry insights and best

practices, staying current with
emerging trends and technologies,
and gaining valuable networking
opportunities with industry
leaders highlighting Holmesglen's
commitment to the turf industry.

We welcome back Jim Porter
(sports turf & agronomy) alongside
our exceptional team:

¢ Sam Templeton (sports turf
specialist)

¢ Steve Tuckett (sports turf
specialist)

* Rob Savedra (sports ovals &
wickets)

¢ Jo-Anne Stolz (sports turf
specialist)

Jim's expertise strengthens our
education in soil science, plant
nutrition and turf establishment.

Core Programs

e Certificate III in Sports Turf
Management (evening, rolling
enrolments)

¢ Diploma of Sports Turf

Management (advanced
qualification)

Continuing Programs

* Certificate IV in Conservation
and Ecosystem Management
(traineeship)

¢ Certificate III in Landscape
Construction (fast-track evening)

Professional Development

Short courses in chemical
application, chainsaw operations,
and machinery handling.

Grant Pritchard

Education Manager
03 9564 6896
grant.pritchard@holmesglen.edu.au

precision
(noun) / pre-ci-sion

The quality, condition,
or fact of being exact
and accurate.

Webster Dictionary

My promise to you as Manager and Director of
Irrigation Precision Australia Pty Ltd is to continue
to demonstrate dedication to the fulfilment of my
customer expectations by providing the best possible
service and advice.

Adrian Camba
0418 587 964 / adrian@irrigationprecisionaustralia.com.au

Irrigation Precision Australia Pty Ltd brings to you over 20 years of experience in the Project
Management and delivery of the construction, management and maintenance of Golf Course
and Commercial Irrigation. Specialists in; Wire Tracking, Electrofusion Welding, and providing

Solutions for difficult problems.

At Irrigation Precision Australia Pty Ltd we understand the wider implications of decisions
taken by Golf Clubs and Grounds Managers.

IRRIGATIONPRECISION

ALUSTRALLS




MELBOURNE
POLYTECHNIC

Melbourne Polytechnic is in a
wonderful situation to have the
extensive knowledge from Dr Phil
Ford who has written our resources
for teachers to use and to pass that
knowledge on to our students.

Back in May this year, I was
teaching pests and diseases when
one of our apprentices, Cooper
Muntz, said he had seen some
mycelium on the greens in the
morning. He said it looked like
Dollar spot disease and I replied,
“It's too cold for Dollar spot. That is
a normally a summer disease. The
only correct way to really identify
a disease is to put it in a plastic
bag, bring it in and look under a
microscope to find the identifying
features of the disease.”

have a look and use the microscope.
It was a very educational exercise
for our turfies. Thanks Phil, you are

He brought the sample in a plastic a great asset to have at our school
bag the next week with the good and to the Victorian Turf industry.
frosty mycelium. Phil Ford was

extremely happy to help and set up Doug Agnew

his microscope to show the sample 03 9269 8914

to our students. It was Dollar spot dougagnew@melbournepolytechnic.
disease and everyone was able to edu.au

Control the balance of soil
moisture and firmness.

Soil Surfactant | Soil Penetrant

let you customize your wetting agent
program to your specific climate,
soil type and desired course conditions.

Used together, TriCure and Terafirm . o

oasis turf

(03) 9708 2911
www.oasisturf.com.au




COURSE

REPORTS

AXEDALE GOLF CLUB

Recent months have seen turf
growth and recovery slowing
considerably, so attention has
turned to irrigation improvements,
extensions and upgrades. The
installation of a new suction line
check valve and a new filter has
been a significant investment for
the Club. Our old filter and manifold
were showing signs of corrosion
and imminent failure, so the
upgrade will help to ensure system
reliability for the growing season
ahead and for many years to come.

We are also in the final stages of
selecting an upgraded irrigation
control system, earmarked for
installation during winter of 2026.
With Toro CDS unit parts and
support being phased out, and
our Trident decoders becoming
redundant, our Club will again
invest heavily to further upgrade
our irrigation system.

Fortunately we have enjoyed

our best ever season in terms of
memberships, green fees and rounds
played. The increased revenue, and
diligent financial management, has

seen our Club become very well placed
to reinvest funds back into the course.

Another winter project has been the
movement of soil to extend select
par 3 tees, which are too small and
deteriorating due to increased golfer
traffic. Looking ahead to spring, a
key objective is weed control and
prevention. We've made significant
progress with Kikuyu removal and
achieved great success with Santa
Ana line planting of fairways during
the past two spring seasons. We will
continue to target Kikuyu to further
advance our transition to couch
fairways.

MANSFIELD GOLF CLUB

We are starting to get some regular
rainfall now, which is definitely
needed, and the ground is lapping
it up. It was such a difficult year
judging when to back the water
off, which is generally the end

of March. Then in April, we got

a delivery of zero rainfall and
warm weather still but it has
turned out for the best as the
course is holding its own through
this winter. As you know, when
the clay profile is full you have

to carry that until the warmer

We will also target Poa and summer
grass this growing season - our
most prevalent weeds. Axedale
Golf Club has never had a weed
control and prevention program in
place. So, with line-planted couch
now established, and no herbicide
resistance issues to worry about,
we expect to achieve much better
and cleaner fairways this growing
season and beyond. The photos
show Poa infestation to be treated
in Santa Ana fairways this spring.

Superintendent
Greg Hamilton

weather hits. The drier conditions
throughout the summer caused a
lot of damage to the course from
the cart traffic so we are currently
over-sowing all these damaged
areas.

This time of year we don't have
any funds so it's a great time to go
on holidays and head to a warmer
area. And then from one extreme
to the other, the Club hosted the
annual ski golf day and there is
plenty of white stuff up on the hill.

Superintendent
Tony Cooksey



CURLEWIS GOLF CLUB

Here at Curlewis the ‘green drought’
continues with the Bellarine
Peninsula having its turn at limited
rain. No way as bad as the western
districts though - hand watering turf
in July, a bit unheard of in my time
here.

We have been busy since last
report with the environmental burn
offs achieving great results with

the Grass trees flowering where

we have never had flowers. I am
looking forward to spring to see
how we go with new germination
in some stripped trial areas of direct
sowing of seed harvested from on-
site.

Rabbit reduction has been a huge
plus as well. Building of fences that
apparently won't keep the sheep

in but will keep the two-legged
rabbits out, part of retaining our
rare plantings without cart traffic
trashing these areas. There has
been an addition of 200 metres

of ‘mesh’ on cart pathways and
relative turf work on thin areas
created by carts. We have found
that by meshing the interface from
cart path to turf we have minimal
turf work this season (staff still not
happy we are getting a new turf
cutter - our one the Club bought in
1974 has been here longer than me).

We thought we had finally fixed all
the leaks on the irrigation system
with a total of 33 for the financial
year but alas we already had one on
the first day of a new year. Seems
Polypipe and tapping saddles are
the way to go. If only poly was
cheaper all those years ago my hair
might still be dark.

After my last report the mechanic
from the rich side of the bridge
has been ridiculing me for going
soft in my report (even suggested
I give it away, unsure if he means
greenkeeping as a whole or just
this report). I should remind that
it was him backing into Knackers
the goat that led to his early death.
I mean, while reversing once was
an accident I think the fourth time
was a bit ridiculous - especially

LATROBE GOLF CLUB

Over the past two months, we
have experienced a significant
amount of rainfall compared to
the dry autumn we had. Due to
the rainfall, we have implemented
a program of continuous solid
tining, verti-draining and Air2G2
to ensure these old greens are
draining to the best of their ability
and remain in great condition.

We have recorded multiple

frosts throughout June and early

after what the autopsy revealed
(involving a tail light).

Superintendent
Rob Bradley

July, which have sent the couch
fairways almost dormant, but are
still providing members with a
great playing surface.

Despite the weather challenges,
our team is working side by side
with Superior Green to progress
efficiently with our full course Toro
irrigation upgrade. The project
commenced in April and, to date,
six holes have been completed.

Assistant Superintendent
Ryan Thompson




COMMONWEALTH GOLF CLUB

Recent weeks have brought a
combination of windy conditions
and several blanket frosts, which
have pushed our warm-season
grasses into dormancy. As a result,
our focus has shifted toward
refinement and detail-oriented work
around the course.

We've been concentrating on
improving the entry and exit
tongues of bunkers to enhance
both presentation and playability.
Targeted weed control continues,
with ongoing spot spraying of
endothal and hand-weeding efforts

aimed at reducing Poa annua
populations across key playing
surfaces. Greens maintenance
remains a priority, with light
dusting applications being carried
out every three weeks to maintain
smoothness and firmness.

Our Landscape & Biodiversity
Manager, Robert Burke, along with
the team, has been hard at work
planting across the heathland
zones. Native propagation continues
at the nursery, supporting our
long-term restoration goals. In
preparation for the warmer months,

CLIFTON SPRINGS GOLF CLUB

The past few months have been very
busy tidying up some of the irrigation
and project work undertaken during
summer. We sodded out an area
between the old 9" fairway and the
newly constructed part of the new
fairway, the extra work tying the
whole thing in nicely.

Sprinklers and solenoid valves from
the old sprinkler system have been
removed from the 8™ and 9* fairways.
These holes are also being filled with
sod, and we are turfing around the
new valve boxes. These holes are
now working on the new Rainbird

IC system, and the 6 green and
surrounds were also upgraded to IC.

Over the past month we have also
been constructing a 500m turf
nursery in an area between the 9™
tee and the 8™ green. This will be
used for future green constructions
and repairs on the course. A new

concrete track has been installed
next to the 9* green and we are
currently finishing this area off with
some sods and landscaping, etc.
Our two new greens are almost
ready to put back into play, looking
to introduce them back into play in
September.

Our next project is to help install a
new 200mm poly mainline across

we are actively transferring water
from our bores into the irrigation
dam to ensure adequate supply for
the summer period.

Assistant Course Manager
Scott Fullarton

the 1% and 4™ fairway, and up the
entire length of the 10™ fairway. Our
team will be installing the lateral
line and sprinklers on the fairway
and tees. After that, we start
construction of a chipping green
and practice area. This will keep the
team busy for quite some time!

Superintendent
Brendan Brown




MALLACOOTA GOLF
CLUB

Oh Deer! We had a couple of bucks
use our six month old 3 green as a
boxing ring. Whilst it was annoying
to fix, it was interesting to see the
antler scaring, blood marks and
hoof prints they left. It's a reminder
of how isolated we are.

A wet and windy winter so far,
which makes it hard to get our
machinery down to the last few
holes that are yet to open, but at

COBRAM BAROOGA
GOLF CLUB

It has been a fair dinkum winter
so far up here on the Murray. A
dry lead into winter usually brings
plenty of big frosts. The last few
weeks have also seen some rain

least we can see where the water
runs for our fairway drainage. The

847mm so far for the year will set us

up for a busy spring. The constant
wind gives us ample supply of
firewood for the Clubhouse. It's

a hard commodity to come by.

I've heard there's a course on the
Bellarine that has resorted to using
pine cones for wood. I'll bring a
trailer of Bloodwood on my next
visit Rob!

Superintendent
Aaron Donovan

which has meant we have a few
wet bits on top of hard dry ground
underneath - plenty of aeration will
be required this spring.

21C Kane Kerr has been forging
ahead with our bunker drainage.
The Old course has now been
completed and the West course is
about a quarter of the way through.
We are using the old fashion pipe
and gravel method to get as many
as possible done for the money we
have allocated, and we are going

to try a sprayed gravel method on

a bunker in spring. I'm still not sure
how the ball doesn't plug on the
sand that's on the bunker face, so I'd
be interested to hear from someone

who has these bunkers and what the

maintenance requirements are.

This winter we are replacing all the
irrigation satellites on both courses

- all sprinklers have needed to have

a new number due to extra stations
being available. It has been a bit of

a head scratcher trying to plot them
out, I hope I haven't made too many
mistakes. At the same time our

jacking pump has
been rebuilt which
meant the whole
shed was turned
off. Residual water
in the pipes was
seeping out of the
heads (I haven't
seen this before
when the water

is turned off). It
may have also
been because

the control wires
were out of the
satellites also?

I have a few of
each of the two types of satellites
pictured. Give me a call on 0427 505
826 if you need anything from them.

Greens renovations are scheduled
for the end of August, so fingers
crossed for some warm weather
with a bit of rain

Superintendent
Terry Vogel
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EAST GEELONG GOLF
CLUB

Our major focus this winter here

at East Geelong has been the
continuation of our irrigation
upgrades. With the fresh paint smell
of the Trenchmaster long gone, we
have now completed six of the eight
greens and surrounds that I flagged
as needing improvements when
starting here 16 months ago. Now
that the surrounding sprinklers have
been added, our greens sprinklers
no longer spend 60-70% of their time
watering outside the putting surface.

My hat goes off to our first year
apprentice Hamish McDine who
has been thrown into everything

in his first seven months. Having
the confidence that he is capable
of taking care of the day-to-day
setup over different periods while I
focused on a couple of key projects,
has been the reason why we have
achieved so much over the past
three months. It's clear that Rob’s
pre-apprenticeship program down
the road is still working as well as it
was 25 years ago.

Somewhere between digging in
the clay we have ticked off three
new paths which have been well
received by the membership.

The Club has never had one path
material, or paths at all in some
instances and the granitic sand is
tying in nicely with the look we are
going for across the course.

June consisted of a local irrigation
contractor calling to say he was
doing a job around the corner at

the waterfront, asking if I'd like 20
truckloads of loam starting from this
afternoon. Later on it added up to
almost 40.

=

After a quick phone call with the
President to say it's now or never
as we have no means to move that
amount of soil around the course,
the Club went into a full bunker
remodelling program with truck
loads going straight to the bunkers
marked for improvements. I was
very conscious of it not being a mass
filling in of bunkers but more of a
reshaping of our long narrow wind
affected bunkers, with the key focus
to retain the course characteristics
and enhance on what was already
here.

On the 5™ hole, we filled in a bunker
that was never in play before moving
on to the current drive bunker which
received a new lip that was once
dead flat. To finish off the works,

we added a new drive bunker some
30 metres further along at the 240
mark to keep up with today’'s new
technology.

The 4™ hole sits right next to Corio
Bay and has by far the worst bunkers
on course. The right hand bunker
was shrunk with the back half being
shaped up into a closely mown drop
off, with the hope that the smaller
bunker at the front will retain more
sand in the future. All this work

was done with a Kubota three-in-
one bucket. No fancy tools down
here. A pleasing result with seven
bunkers being remodelled in a long
three-week period and enough soil
stockpiled for future works, with the
vision of building two new bunkers
next winter on the 7%,

Lastly, we celebrated Christmas in
July with some new toys including

a tow behind blower, brush for out
front of our 3250 to help stand up the
bentgrass leaf and, thanks to Craig, a
second utility to get around in.

Superintendent
Stewart Drayton




MOONAH LINKS GOLF
CLUB

Here at Moonah Links, our focus
over the next three months is
identifying and implementing a
winter works program that will
the improve the playability and
functionality of both courses

KOORINGAL GOLF CLUB

We're now halfway through the
year and it's a great time to check
in on the progress of our bunker
renovation program. Over the past
couple of months, we've completed
work on more than 25 greenside
bunkers across the course, all with
the goal of improving playability,
consistency and making life a little
easier for our team.

Through June and early July,
greenside bunkers on holes 1, 2,

heading into spring. Ongoing
bunker and wasteland works,
irrigation repairs, cart path
improvements and tree work will be
key factors in obtaining the desired
outcomes.

Reconverting the Open course

back to its original Peter Thomson
design has been a priority this year.
To achieve this,
new cart paths
have been added
at the junction
area while the old
paths have been
decommissioned,
capped and
seeded or planted
out. There is

now an obvious
reduction of
excess paths
through this area
which has greatly
improved traffic
flow and created
separation
between adjacent
teeing grounds.

3,4,5,79 11,12, 13, 15, 17 and

18 were refreshed with new sand,
reshaped entry points and surface
adjustments. We also topped up the
Capillary concrete bunkers on the
14™ and 15% to get them back to
ideal playing condition. The biggest
job lately has been on the 8* hole,
where both greenside bunkers
were completely shelled out, lined,
reshaped and recently filled with
McGregor's bunker sand. Access

to these bunkers was also a major

Bairnsdale dust was used in the
cart path replacement as it binds
together exceptionally well, doesn't
spill and has a natural look. The
changeover works were completed
within the four-week target with
no disruption to play or any
inconvenience to golfers.

Last summer we noticed gurgling
coming from the end of one of our
suction lines in our dam during
irrigation operation. As we have a
second suction line, we were able to
isolate the suspect line and draw off
the other. Contractors, along with

issue which was resolved with
some larger tongue walk-ins for
members to hopefully use.

Overall, the course is holding up
very well for this time of year. 57mm
of rainfall in June/July has given
the course a healthy boost. That
takes our total rainfall to 170mm
for the year. Our monthly pigment/
nutrition program on shortgrass
areas along with bimonthly
fungicide applications have kept
these surfaces in good condition.
The greens remain in excellent
condition thanks to regular




the use of our 14 TN excavator,
were able to lift the 40-metre
300mm suction line to the
shoreline. On inspection of the foot
valve, it was obvious that it had
been poorly aligned on a 45-degree
angle, affecting its performance.
The foot valve was still replaced
and the old foot valve will be
furbished and kept on site as a
spare. Reinstating the suction line
was a mission but it is good to
know that this summer we will be
back to capacity.

Superintendent
Rick Lee

fungicide/nutrition treatments.
Cultural practices including
needle tining and dusting with
kiln dried sand have also been
continued on the green surfaces.

As we head into spring and
early summer, we will have our
annual course close for a week
for renovations in October and,
following that, we are excited
to kick off year three of our CEP
works. This year continues our
goal of improving nonperforming
areas of the course - linking
shortgrass zones, remodelling
bunkers, rebuilding tees and
adding more sandy indigenous
vegetation areas.

As always, a huge shout out

to our course team, who have
been smashing out these more
physically demanding winter
jobs. Their effort, care and eye
for detail have really driven the
quality of these improvements.
It's been a busy few months and
the results are a credit to their
hard work.

Assistant Superintendent
Douglas Loton

RIVERSDALE GOLF
CLUB

We're happily enjoying the dry
weather here in Mount Waverly,
with 240mm less rainfall by the
end of July compared to the same
period in July 2024. The drier
conditions have really helped create
a fantastic winter course, with
greens that are firmer than usual
and rolling at an excellent pace.
This is all enhanced thanks to our
cultural and chemical programs,
which are really benefitting from
the excellent climatic conditions.

The team has been hard at work
spraying Poa in the fairways. It's
quite a challenge sometimes, as
the grass tends to absorb, gargle
and then spit out the chemicals we
apply. But despite that, we keep a
cheerful spirit and celebrate every
time we manage to knock it back
with enthusiasm.

Aeration and dusting continue,
with longer intervals to
accommodate the slow growth.
The tree removal has been
successfully completed for the year,
sparking enthusiasm among some
members who now affectionately
refer to the course as Riversdale
Links. Replanting has begun, with
thoughtful care taken to select the
right species and choose optimal
locations to enhance turfgrass
performance. As part of the overall
course enhancement plan, we will
also be implementing a vegetation
replanting strategy, which we'll
carry out alongside and following
the course enhancement plan.

The eradication of Kikuyu has

left some noticeable scars along
our fairway edges, especially
where encroachment was most
severe. The areas that hadn't quite
achieved full coverage before going

dormant are now turfed, with a total
of 107 areas completed so far.

We've completed soil tests as we
prepare to install a 12-metre high
net along the boundaries of the
practice range. This will help keep
balls safely within the area and
ensure golfers are protected from
stray balls that might come off the
27 fairway.

Our bentgrass trials are going
smoothly and we're excited to
begin loss on ignition and microbial
measurements next month, now
that the surface has established.
Our PoaCure trial will also kick off
next month on our bent (007XL) and
Poa/bent chipping green, where
we'll explore how well both EC

and SC formulations work across
different soil types. We're looking
forward to seeing the results and
making great progress!

Superintendent
Barry Proctor




METROPOLITAN GOLF CLUB

After a busy summer at
Metropolitan, winter arrived with
lower temperatures and several
frosted mornings. As growing
conditions changed, the team
shifted focus to winter projects and
continued work on GRP/CEP plans.

These activities included over-
sowing newly shaped rough areas
and restoring former rough lines

THE DUNES GOLF LINKS

It's been a busy period here with
reconstruction of the 6" hole, as
well as path upgrades and a new
tee on the b™ hole being priority as
we entered the colder months. With
the 6™ hole complete and open for
play, we are excited to see how it is
received.

using a mix of fescues, wallaby
grass and Browntop bent. Selected
bunker tongues were re-turfed to
address wear and to replace less
desirable turf varieties, improving
both playability and presentation.
Additional drainage was also
installed in problematic and low
laying areas to improve surface
water management.

With a week of daily frosts, couch
has certainly entered dormancy,
allowing for our first application of
glyphosate to control Poa. Monthly
applications of pigment and iron
have maintained a natural healthy
colour during the winter months.

Greens remain smooth and true,
with frequent dustings being
undertaken when the weather
is kind enough to allow it.

The plantations team received
48,000 native indigenous plants,
including species such as Kangaroo
grass, Common heath, Grass trigger
plant, and Manna gum. With support
from course staff and member
working bees, new vegetation areas
are being established throughout the
course to enhance biodiversity and
visual character.

Leading Hand
Nick Skicko

Applications of Primo have been
spread out to monthly, due to

the minimal growth. An autumn
application of Pylex on the couch
encroachment in greens has shown
to have great efficacy, with the
couch sinking right back into the
profile entering dormancy.

With major works ending, it now
gives staff the opportunity for
some well-earned time off and our
attention can begin focusing on
general maintenance. With a high
wind period providing unwanted
sand movement, bunker works will
be next.

Assistant Superintendent
Matt Pollock




WHITTLESEA GOLF CLUB

Here at Whittlesea, over winter we
have had a mix of very dry and very
wet conditions, back to back. This
has caused low dam levels but then
lots of fencing off wet areas due to
excessive runoff. Quite a strange
year. This is mainly in the rough and
some areas of surrounds. Applying
gypsum in May, however, has meant
fronts of surrounds and fairways are
playing very well.

We have had a lot of green fee
players and new members too,
which is great to see. Our course
stays green and playable through
winter and we have less issues with
grass dormancy, so we often see a
lot of golf at this normally quiet time
of year.

Another project we completed was
a small retaining wall on our par 3
274 made from sleepers we took out
from old bridges. We had replaced a
lot of old bridges with soil/granitic
sand over large concrete pipes and
rocks along the edges, so we had a
lot of old timber. This wall stopped

CREEPING BENTGRASS.

Versatile, moderate density
with excellent winter colour.

Excels at turf quality, disease resistance,
establishment, wear tolerance and performance.

For the name of your nearest distributor call 03 9462 0340 www.adseed.com.au

erosion on the bank but also made
an aesthetic improvement to the
hole. We are happy with how it
turned out and reusing the old
bridge timbers gave a bit of a
backstory and a talking point to the
new project as well.

Also, we recently got a new tee
mower lease from Kubota Baroness,
thanks to Trent and Adrian from

e

High putting green quality
and Poa annua resistance.

Creeping Bentgrass Blend
Combines the best
Seed Research varieties.

\'
SEED||RESEARCH

Kubota/Baroness and Godings. We
look forward to taking it out to mow
in the coming week.

Looking forward to the warm
weather in spring as I'm sure most
of us are, even if it means we are a
bit busier with spring growth and
tournaments.

Assistant Superintendent
Dale Tucker
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Advanced
Seed
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The germination of ideas




Anthracnose
(Colletotrichum
graminicola),

Brown Patch
(Rhizoctonia solani),

Dollar Spot
(Sclerotinia
homoeocarpe),

Fairy Ring
(Basidiomycetes spp.),

Grey Leaf Spot
(Pyricularia grisea),

Helminthosporium
Disease
(Bipolaris spp,
Drechslera spp,
Exserohilum spp),

Pythium Leaf Blight,
Pythium Root Rot,
Seedling Damping Off
(Pythium spp),

Fusarium
(Fusarium nivale,
Microdochium nivale),

Take-All Patch
(Gaeumannomyces graminis
var. avenae)

Ectotrophic Root Infecting
Fungi (ERI)
[Autumn strategy]

Spring Dead Spot
(Ophiosphaerella narmari),

Take-all Patch
(Gaeumannomyces graminis
var. avenae)

Ectotrophic Root Infecting
Fungi (ERI)

[Spring and Summer
strategy]

Couchgrass Decline
(Gaeumannomyces graminis
var. graminis),

Take-all Patch
(Gaeumannomyces graminis
var. avenae)

Ready to amp up disease control ?

Backed by preventative protection and curative results.

§ -
With over 10 major diseases controlled, finding the (\
right fit in your disease control program is easy. '
This year, turn up the dial on disease control
and turf quality with Impala Fungicide.

Impala
Fungicide

APVMA Product No.: 80146

" . . " Awstiralian
Innovative & Professional Turf Products )

www.turfculture.com.au

culture




